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Mr. HAMLIN. They have not been taken up 
"\(,, COLLAMER. “We want to’ know what 


they are, to see whether we shall take them up. 


The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish all 
the information within possession Or control on the fol- 
jowing points : : 
The returns and votes for and against a convention at 
ae held in the Territory of Kausas, in October, 1856. 
9. The census and registration of votes in the Territory 
of Kansas, under the provisions of the act of said Legisla- 
tore, passed in February, 1857, providing for the election of 
geiegates aud assembling a convention to frame a constitu- 


mR The returns of an election held in said Territory, on 
the Qist of December, 1857, under the sehedule of the Le- 
compton constitution, upon the question of “ constitution 
wit slavery”? or “ constitution without slavery.” — 

4. The returns of an election held in the Territory of 
Kansas, on the 4th day of January, 1858, under the author- 
ity of a law passed by the Legislature of said ‘Territory, 
<ubmitting the constitution formed by the Lecompton con- 
vention to a vote of the people for ratification or rejection. 

5, The returus of the election held in said ‘Territory on 
the 4th day of January, 1858, under the schedule of the Le- 
compton constitution, for Governor and other State officers, 
and tor members of the Legislature, specilying the names 
of cach officer to Whom a certifieate of election has been ac- 
corded. and the number of votes cast and counted for each 
candidate, and distinguishing between the votes returned 
within the time and in the mede provided in said schedule, 
aud those returned subsequently and in other modes, and 
stating Whether at either of said elections any returns of 
voles were rejected in consequence of not having been re- 
turned in time, or to the right officer, or in proper form, or 
for any other cause, stating specifieqlly for what cause. 

‘6. All correspondenee between any.of the Executive De- 
partments and Secretary or Governor Denver relating to 
Kansas affairs, and which has not been communicated to 
the Senate. 

Resolved, That in the eventall the information desired in 
the foregoing resolution is not now in the possession of the 
President, or of any of the Executive Departments, he be 
respectfully requested to give the proper orders and take the 
necessary steps to procure the’same for. the use of the Sen- 


ate. 


Mr.GREEN. As this is a question merely pre- 
liminary to the order of business, I shall not go 
into what my mind had previously inclined me 
to discuss. I shall defer it until I see what course 
the Senate think proper to take. I want no de- 
lay. 1 am willing to have an investigation of all 
matters which it 1s proper should be investigated. 

Mr. BELL. TIT should not, on a mere motion 
to take up these resolutions at this time, after the 
hour has arrived for the consideration of the spe- 
cial order, say anything on the general subject, 
ifit had not been intimated bP the honorable Sen- 
ator from Virginia, that if these resolutions be 
not taken up at present, he will, whenever they 
shall be taken up, make a motion to lay them on 
the table, which, of course, would preclude me 
orany other Senator from making any remarks. 
| shall content myself with expressing the opin- 
ion that the information sought for in these reso- 
lutions appears to me to be of the utmost import- 
ance as connected with the main proposition, 

fore the Sen- 
ate. Ido not understand that the information 
asked for by these resolutions, relates to any 


» frauds or disturbancés which the honorable Sen- 


ator from Virginia su ses would lead to a long 
and angry debate, and crimination and recrimin- 
aon, if we had the information, The informa- 
ton sought is prinei ‘Statistical—the number 
of votes given at the res ve elections, which 


is supposed to be ma in ction with the 
main subject; and then copies of all the corre- 
between thi 
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not made the remotest allusion. I speak in refer- 
ence to the estimated or alleged overwhelming | 
majority of the people of that Territory against | 
the proposition to admit Kansas into the Union | 
with the Lecompton constitution, I have heard | 
various statements on that point, in the Senate and | 
out of it; but little in the Senate, to be sure. On | 
the one side, it is alleged that there was more than | 
ten thousand majority against the constitution | 
evinced in that election; on the other side, I have 
heard it denied, and heard it alleged that no elec- 
tion transpired on that occasion which is calcu- | 
lated to give the true state of the case in regard to | 
the views of the people of that Territory on this | 
subject. 

ill the Senate of the United States undertake | 


| to decide that Kansas shall be admitted with the 


Leecompton constitution, withoutany satisfactery | 
knowledge of the state of parties, or of the state | 
of sentiment in Kansas on this subject? I know | 
very well that some gentlemen think all these 
questions ought not to be considered, and they 









in | rages, pro and cun., to which the honorable Sen- 
ator from 


consider that we have no right to go outside of 
the grounds of principle, fundamental principle, | 
as it is called, on which we are to act on the prop- 
osition to admit Kansas with the Lecompton con- 
stitution. Their idea is that there is a constitu- 
tion formed in a legal magner, in a perfectly 
regular manner, as stated by the President 
“Ser, DAVIS. I rise to a point of order, which | 
I very reluctantly do on this or any other occa- | 
sion, certainly when it stops my friend from Ten- | 
| nessee; but I must ask the Chair whether it is in 
order to go on with this discussion on the prop- 
| osition to take up the resolutions? 
Mr. BELL. I know that it is by the permis- 
| ston of the Senate that speak. If the honorable 
| Senator from Pe takes exception, I think 
| the Chair will be bound to rule me out of order. 
Mr. DAVIS. Itis not an objection to the Sen- | 
ator, he will understand; but this discussion is | 
postponing a bill in which I am interested, and is 
equivalent to taking up the resolutions for debate. | 
Mr. BELL I am in favor of proceeding with | 
| business in regular order. I said pretty much all | 
that I intended to say. ; ! 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuing the prac- | 
tice of the Senate, the Chair has not felt himself 
| called upon to restrict debate; but a general debate 
on the merits of the question, on a motion of this 
sort, the Chair does not suppose to be strictly in | 


order. ; 

Mr. BELL. I know it is the uniform courte- | 
ous habit of the Chair, on such occasions, when | 
some gentlemen have been indulged, not to inter- | 
pose unless objection is raised in the Senate. I | 
made, I thought, a proper explanation when [| 
said that I would not have spoken at all, but for | 
the anticipation that when this question was | 
brought forward, the Senator from Virginia (and 
he is very prompt in getting the floor) might move 
to lay the resolutions on the table, and his motion 
might be carried by a majority, aad preclude me 
from expressing my sentiments as to the import- 
ance of the information sought by these resolu- 
tions. I wished to express the deep convietion 
that T cannot conceive that the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States would be willing to take up and decide 
the main question without the important inform- 
ation which may be afforded, if there be any in 
the Departments, on the subject to which I have 
particularly alluded. I cannot conceive that they 
can lead to any investigation of the fraud or out- 

















Virginia has alluded. I take my seat, 
begging pardon for having added these few addi- 
tional words. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois moves to postpone present and other | 
speci with & view to take up his resolu- | 


ef iegcin 

tions uiry. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 


Mr. PUGH. I ask the Senator from Virginia | 
to withdraw his opposition; and if the resolutions | 
are to be debated, ei Pound Sy ta. nemeraipod- | 
ing among my poli friends, not to put any 
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obstacle in the way of the Army bill. Although 
I desire to have the information, | cannot e 
in any new discussion until the Army bill has 
been disposed of. : 

The _ and — were ordered. 

Mr. MASON. I havé made no proposition. I 
have said that whenever the resolutions come up, I 
shall move to lay themon the table; and I refrained 
from giving any further reason for it than an ap- 
prehension of the consequence. I will not move 


| to lay a subject on the table and debate it first 


myself, because that motion precludes debate; but 


|| [ may be allowed to say this: that the great object 


I seek to attain will be to take the sense of the 
Senate on the tenor of the resolutions; that they 
ask the Senate to go into inquiries which belong 
either to the Territory or to the State of Kansas, 
and do not belong here. All Senators who agree 
with me, I presume will vote to lay them on the 
table. 

Mr. GWIN. Ido not object particularly to the 
resolutions; but if the motion is to put aside the 
Army bill in order to take them up, I shall not 
vote to lay aside the Army bill, though I have no 
particular objection to the passage of the resolu- 
tions. When they come up, I may vote for them. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 30; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, 
Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, Sim- 
mons, Stuart, Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, and Wiison—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigge, Bigler, Bright, 
Brown, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Evans, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Jchn- 
son of Tennessee, Jones, Kenned ,Maltory, Mason, Pearce, 
Polk, Pugh, Sebastian, Slidell, ‘Toombs, and Yulee—-30. 

So the motion to take up the resolutions was 
not agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. While these pro- 
ceedings have been going on, the hour has arrived 
for the consideration of an older special order, 
which was assigned at an earlier period, and which 
is now before the Senate. It is the motion of the 
Senator from Illinois to refer so much of the Pres- 
ident’s annual message as relates to Kansas affairs, 
to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. DIXON. Do I understand the Chair to 
say that the special order is with regard to the ref- 
erence of the President’s annual message ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. The 
Army bill was the special order for half past 
twelve o’clock. When the hour of one o’elock 
arrived that special order falls, to give way to an- 
other, which was assigned at another period, and 
takes precedence according to the order of time 
at which it was assigned, in conformity with the 
rules and the deciston of the Senate the other 


day. 

Mr. DAVIS. [move to postpone that special 
order and all prior orders, so that we may pro- 
ceed with the consideration of the Army bill. 

Mr. DIXON. I had supposed that the subject 
which was the special order this morning was the 
bill for increasing the Army. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state again to the Seniator that the bill for the in- 
crease of the Army was made the special order 
for half past twelve o’clock. It came up at that 
hour. Another special order of an older date 
was assigned for one o’clock, and when the hour 
of one arrived it would have been the duty of the 
Chair to call up the older special order assigned 
for-that hour, under a rule of the body which 
says that when two or more subjects have been 
specially assigned, they shall take 
according to the order of time at which they were 
assi , and according to the view expressed 
by the Senate the other day when that question 
arose. Accordingly, at one o’clock the Chair calls 
up an older order. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi now moves that that, and all other prior 
orders, - postponed, with a view to take up the 
Army bill. ‘ 

Mr. DIXON. The remarks I propose to sub- 
mit can, as I understand, be as well made on the 
bill which the Senator from Mississippi desires 
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to bring to the attention of the Senate. Iam per- | = his exact language, Out . think that was 
‘| the idea suggested by the Senator. 


feetly willing to give way. 

Mr. BIGLER. Will the Senator from Con- 
necticut permit the vote to be taken on the motion? 

Mr. DIXON. I give way. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1 simply suggest that we take 
a. vote and proceed with the consideration of the 
Army bill, and then the Senator has the floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from siiesieningl to 
postpone the special order indicated by the Chair, 
and all other special orders before the Senate, 
with a view to continue the consideration of the 
Army bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (8. No. 79) to 


increase the military establishment of the United 
States, the pending question being on the motion 


of Mr. Toomss to strike out the first section of | 


the bill. 

Mr. DIXON, It was my desire, Mr. President, 
yesterday toaddress the Senate on the general sub- 
ject of the affairs of Kansas, then perhaps more 
properly before the body than it isnow; but such 
was my reluctance last evening, at the late hour 
when I might have obtained the floor, to claim the 
attention of the Senate, that I relinquished my de- 
sire. I pow propose to ask the indulgence of the 
Senate while 1 submit some remarks, briefly as 
may be, I trust, upon the question before the Sen- 
ate at that time; and I think, sir, that everything 
that might have been said yesterday, or at any 
previous stage of the debate, may as well be said 
on this bill as upon any other subject which has 
been before us for consideration. The President 
of the United States, in the message which was 
yesterday referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries, informed us, among other reasons why Kan- 
sas should be admitted asa State, that one, in his 
opinion, was, that if we so admitted her he could 
remove that portion of the Army of the United 
States which is now in that Territory; and I take 
it that we may infer from this that one very im- 
portant reason in the estimation of the Adminis- 
tration for at this time increasing the Army is, that 
the President thinks it his duty to keep a ver 
large portion of the troops in that Territory, | it 
is my Opinion that there is no occasion at this time 
for retaining any portion of the Army of the Uni- 
ted States in the Territory of Kansas for any pur- 
pose whatever; at any rate for any such purpose 
as that for which it is now retained there. 1 de- 


sire to allude, in the course of my remarks, some- | 


what to the reasons given by the President of the 
United States for sending to and retaining in that 
Territory, the troops under his command as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy. 


We are in the midst of a very important con- | 
I am sorry that it takes the character | 


troversy. 
of a controversy; but I desire to ask the Senate 


why it is that we are now engaged in a contro- | 


versy of this kind, in regard to one of the Terri- 
tories of the United States? In the beginning of 


the year 1854, the law with regard to the state | 


of every portion of the territory of this Union, 
and especially this portion of it, was fixed and 
settled. It was settled by a law which had ex- 
isted for more than thirty years, and which had 
been considered constitutional; and it had been 
declared, by a very great authority on this floor, 
(Mr. Webster,) to be in his judgment irrepeal- 
able. He stated here, in 1850, that the condition 

f the territory of the United States, with regard 
to slavery, was fixed and settled by an irrepeal- 
able law, So far was he from supposing that the 
law of the United States which fixed the charac- 
ter, and had for a long time fixed the character of 


the Territory in question, was unconstitutional, | 


that he —— it to be irrepealable. He 
supposed it to be in the nature of acontract which 
could not be repealed, 


was repealed; and we are told now, we were told 
other day, in the course of his very remarkable 


and very able speech, that the legislation anne 
at that time in the Territory of Kansas, whi 


was repealed by the act of 1854, and declared in- 
operative and void, was the aan of legisla- 
Uon and interference on the subject of slavery in 


| | understood the Senator from Georgia, his idea | 
| was that then was the commencement of inter- | 
1 ern States—Maryland and South 
|| so indifferent with regard to it that Mr. Madiso, 
'| could not tell which way their votes would be re. 
‘| corded. Inthe result the Constitution was adopted 
‘| and the powers of the Congress of the Confedera 


| 
\| 
i 
| 


| other gentlemen who have spoken on the other 


| gress; and I take upon me here to say, and I can 
| show, by reference to acts of Congress and the 


| very beginning of the Government, from its ear- 
| liest inception, even before the establishment of 
| the Constitution of the United States, the whole | 

course of policy of the Government was legisla- | 


| tend territory. 


| any direction. 
| ritory of the United States was covered by the 


the whole territory boundin 


| States the course of each delegation. 


It was not, however, actually irrepealable; it 
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We have 
since been told, we were told yesterday, that the | 
course of the non-slaveholding States and their | 
representatives on this floor, and in the other | 


charge has been made here and elsewhere through- 

out the country, that the people of the free States | 
of this Union are, in their feelings and in theirlegis- | 
lation, aggressive on the subject of slavery, ead | 
that the ag 


SD 


ference on the part of Congress. 1 deny, with all 
respect to the opinions of that gentleman, and 
side, that there has been any aggression on the | 
part of the free States of this Union. I deny that 
that was the beginning of the interference of Con- 


whole course of the Government, that, from the 


| 
| 
| 


tion on the subject of slavery as well as other sub- 

jects in the Territories, and that full power was | 
claimed on that subject, and that it was not until | 
1854 that the powerof Congress was abnegated. | 


| Then it was that Congress, instead of exercising | 


its power on that and all other subjects in the | 


| Territories, announced the doctrine that there was 


no such power in Congress. If the doctrine was | 
not then started, the action of Congress at that | 
time was its first official recognition. 

Now, | propose to show that from the very be- 


| 


leave to refer very briefly to certain historica 
events which ogcurred previoustothattime. That 
was not the beginning. Any one who will refer 


to the history of events connected with that pe- | 
riod, will find that there was not only no inten- | 


tion of extending slavery into the Territories of 
the Union on the part of the fathers of this Re- 
public, but that there was actually no desire to ex- 
Not only did they aot claim that 
slavery. should be extended, but there was no 
wish, or desire, or intention, or supposition, that 
the territory of this Union could be extended in 
In the year 1787, the whole ter- 


ordinance of 1787. ‘That ordinance was adopted 


and ratified by Congress among their first acts | 
_ after the Constitution. 


Their first important act 
was to pass a bill for the protection of American 
industry; and almost their second act was to pass 
a bill ratifying and confirming the ordinance of 
1787. This, I presume, is pretty much the order 
in which my honored friend from Rhode Island, 


up the subject if it were now referred to him. 
What took place before that time? The Con- 
gress of the Confederation, in their last moments, 
were employed in a manner somewhat instructive 
to us, in view of this subject. What were they 


who sits by my side, [Mr. Simmons,] would take | 
} 
| 


occupied upon? If you refer to the debates in the | 


Congress of the Confederation, you will find that 
the subject before them was the question whether 
the Mississippi, 
together with the exclusive right of the navigation 
of the Mississippi river, should be ceded to Spain. 
Seven States of this Union voted to relinquish to 
Spain the exclusive navigation of the Mississippi 
river for twenty-five years. What States were 
in favor of that proposition? Mr. Madison, in a 
letter to Mr. ions, written in the year 1787, 


** Maryland and South Carolina have hitherto been on 


| the right side. Their future conduct is somewhat prob- 
| lematical.’’—Madison Papers, vol. 2, p. 642. 


by the Senator from Saree [Mr, Toomps] the | 


It was doubtful what position the States of 
South Carolina and Maryland would occupy on 
that all-important question. They then had no 
idea of extending territory. ‘So far from intend- 
ing to extend slavery, they had no idea at that 
time that our territory would ever extend beyond 
the Mississippi river. They could not have had 


the Territories of the United States. I have not || that supposition with the view they entertained in 









| 
i 
| 


gression commenced in the year 182v, If || 


ginning Congressasserted, claimed, and exercised | 

| the power of legislating on slavery, as on all other | 
| subjects in the Territories. 
| detain the Senate with a historical account of what | 
| took place in regard to the ordinance of 1787, | 
known as itis to every Senator present; but I be 
} 

| 

| 


I do not propose to | 


|| ficient length in the Senate. 


| 





i. February 9, 
rd to the small importance of th i 
of the Mississippi. We are told by Mr. 
son, that in the discussion of that qu 
tween the Spanish Minister, (Mr. 


tion 
r. Mad). 
eStion be. 


uardogui ) 


i / and our Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Span; 
branch of Congress, had been aggressive. - ‘The || 


spanish 
Oth sides of 
of the Ohio, 


Minister said that Spain oceupied b 
the Mississippi, as far as the mouth 
thus including Kentucky, and, 

With an air of ostensible jocoseness, he hinted that the 


people of Kentucky would make good Spanish subjects 
that they would become such for the sake of the pristn 
annexed to that character.?’—2 Madison Papers, p. 592, * 


Instead of excitement on the oes two south. 
arolina—were 


tion, of course, departed, and no action was taken 
on the question. There was then no northern ag. 
gression. The proposition to prohibit slavery in 
| the territory northwest of the Ohio river did ‘no, 
| come from the North. It is now known to haye 
| originated with Mr. Jefferson himself. North. 
ern people took very little interest in the ques. 
tion, comparatively. Southern statesmen, seeing 
that it would be better for that region of county 

that their institutions, about which they knew gp 
much, should not be there extended, proposed the 
prohibition in the Congress of the Confederation, 
and it was carried by their votes and by their jp. 
fluence. 

After the ordinance of 1787 was established, 
our territories were extended in the southwest. 
}ern region of this country; the purchase of the 
Louisiana sree J was made, with regard to a 

portion of which the controversy now going onis 
concerned. What do you see in the legislation 
of Congress, in reference to that territory? Ii 
you will refer to the very first act passed on that 
| subject—the act for the organization of Orleans 
Territory—you will see that instead of abdicating 
power on the question of slavery, Congress ex- 
erted full and supreMe power on that subject. 
| Any Senator who states that the commencement 
of legislation for the restriction of slavery in the 
Territories was in 1820, certainly either has not 
examined this subject, or has not retained in his 
memory the result of thatexamination. I do not 
now propose to dwell on that branch of the sub- 
ject. It has repeatedly been dwelt upon at suf- 
It has been held 
up before the country. The Senator from Ver- 
| mont, {[Mr. Co_ttamer, | in a speech of great abil- 
ity, has laid before the Senate all the facts in re- 
gard to that legislation. I barely desire to refer 
| to it. You will find that in that act Congress ex- 
erted the power of abolishing a certain species of 
slavery which then existed in this country. Con- 
| gress provided that slaves carried into that Ter- 
ritory for a certain purpose should be, immedi- 
ately on being conveyed there, entitled to their 
freedom. Congress exerted a power of prohib- 
iting the slave trade many years in that Territory 
before they had power to prohibit the forego 
slave trade with the States of this Union. 

Not to dwell on that legislation which took place 
in the Territory of Orleans, what was done when 
the State of Louisiana was admitted into the 
Union? We have been told repeatedly that Cou- 
gress had no power to affix conditions to the ad- 
mission of a State into the Union, except to pro- 
vide that that State should be republican in the 
character of its government. _ If, however, you 
will refer to the act admitting Louisiana into the 
Union, you will find that not only was her gov- 
ernment required to be republican in its character, 
but also a condition was annexed that the pro- 
ceedings of all her courts, and all her legislative 
proceedings, should be in the language in whic) 
the laws and proceedi of this Governmen 
were published, to wit: in the English language. 
That was one of the conditions insisted upon e- 
fore the State of Louisiana could be admitted into 
the Union.. Another condition was that the nav 

ion of the Mississippi should be free from ay 
tolls which the State of Louisiana might claim # 
any time the right of imposing; and furthermor 
that the public lands in that State should be cede 
to the United States, and the right of the State 
tax them relinquished. : 

Such, at that time, was the policy of the Gov 

Was there to be found a statesman !" 


this whole country, in Congress or out of Col 
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ress, Who then claimed that the power did not 


exist in Congress to legislate on the subject of || found in Mr. Monroe’s handwriting, not ad- || of the 


slavery, &8 well as all other subjects, in the ter- 
ritories of this country? I donot wish to exhaust 
the patience of the Senate by referring more mi- 
putely and particularly to authorities on the pres- 


ent occasion, but I beg leave to ask the attention || 
of this body to what was said by Mr. Madison 
himself, at the first session of the Congress of the | 


[nited States, under the Constitution formed by 
his aid and his counsel. A petition was presented 
to that Congress by Benjamin Franklin, asking 
that the traffic in human beings mightend. Some 
decree of excitement was occasioned by that peti- 
tion; but what did Mr. Madison say? The power 
of Congress to legislate on the subject of slavery 
was then, for the first time, debated in either 
branch. It was admitted on all hands that there 
was no power to legislate with regard to slavery 
in the States; but how was itas to the Territories ? 
Mr. Madison said: 


« He admitted that Congress is restricted by the Consti- 
tution from taking measures to abolish the slave trade ; yet 
there are a variety of ways by which it could countenance 


the abolition, and regulations might be made in relation to || 
the introduction of them into the new States to be formed || 


out of the western territory. He thought the object well 
worthy of consideration.”— Gales § Seaton’s Register of 
Debates, vol. 1, p. 1246. 

That covers the whole ground. He does not 
barely say that Congress might legislate with re- 

ard to the Territories; he says regulations might 
Be made with regard to the introduction of slaves 
into the new States to be formed out of the west- 
ern territory, showing his opinion to be not only 


that Congress could legislate in regard to the | 
Territories, but could so legislate as to‘bind the || 


States formed out of them afier they became 
States of this Union. Down to the year 1820, I 
have never been able to find, in any examination 
I have given the subject, that the power was 
doubted or denied; on the contrary, it was exer- 
cised on all occasions. Whenever the matter 
came before Congress, the power was exercised 
fully and completely. 

We then come to the year 1820. I suppose the 
restriction of slavery in the bill toadmit Missouri 


. . . . > 
into the Union is one of the instances of northern | 


aggression, upon which gentlemen would dwell in 
discussing this neatter. 
Senate of the manner in which that question was 
brought before the country; but I desire at this 
time to call attention to the peculiar mode in which 


that compromise was carried through both this || 
Was it done | 


and the other House of Congress. 


by northern men? Was it considered as a gain || 
by northern men? I have been at some little pains || 
to look into the manner in which that bill was | 


brought before Congress antl passed, and I find 
that there is no record of any advocacy of the 
measure, except by southern men. The princi- 
pal advocate of it seemed to be Mr. Lowndes, of 
South Carolina. Mr. Clay, of course, was an ad- 
vocate of it, but he occupied the chair a large por- 
tion of the time, and what he said is not reported 
in the current reports. Mr. Lowndes was one of 
the warmest and strongest advocates of that com- 
promise, and when the vote was finally taken, and 
the measure passed Congress, it appears that all 
the members present from the States of Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Geor- 
gia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisiana, Missis- 
sipp!, and Alabama, voted in favor of that com- 
promise. It was passed by their influence and 
theirexertion. Theirarguments sustained it. The 
North opposed it. 
More; itis true that most of the non-slaveholding 
States of the Union claimed that slavery should 
hot be permitted in any territory of the United 
States, but the restriction of slavery in the terri- 
‘ory north of 36930’ was advocated and sustained 
y southern men, and carried by southern votes. 
he Missouri compromise act was signed by 

t. Monroe, after consultation with his abinet, 
“mong the members of which was Mr. Calhoun. 
‘mong Mr Monroe’s manuscripts has been found 


& paper indorsed: * Interrogatories, Missouri, 


March 4, 1820. To the heads of Departments | 


and Attorney General.” 
uestions. ‘* Flas Congress a right, under the 


Powers vested in it by the Constitution, to make | 


4 regulation prohibiting slavery in a Territory ? 
8 the eighth section, which passed both 
~ Ouses on the 3d, for the admission of Missouri 
hlon, consistent with the Constitution ?”” 


I need not remind the | 


It is true the North claimed | 








'| ‘The following original draft of a letter was | 


| dressed to any one, but supposed to be intended 
‘| for General Jackson: 


' 

| “Dear Str: The question which lately agitated Con- 
| gress and the public has been settled, as you have seen, by 
| the passage of an act for the admission of Missouri as a 
State unrestricted, and Arkansas likewise, when it reaches 
maturity, and the establishment of the 36° 30’ north latitude 
as a line north of which slavery is prohibited and permitted 
tothe south. [ took the opinion in writing of the Adminis- | 
tration as to the constitutionality of restraining Territories, 


| was explicit in favor of it, and as it was, that the eighth sec- 
tion of the act was applicable to Territories only, and not | 


ion of others, whose opinions were entitled to weight with 
| me, supported by the sense in which it was viewed by all 
| who voted on the subject in Congress, as will appear by 
the Journals, satisfied me respecting it.” 
To show that the question was fully considered | 
| by Mr. Monroe and his Cabinet, I ask attention 


|| to the following extracts from the diary of Mr. 


| 
|| of State: 

| March 3, 1820.—When I came this day to my office, I | 
|| found there a note requesting me to call at one o’clock at 
the President’s House. It was then one, and [immediately 


sion of Maine and to enable Missouri to make a constitu- 
tion, would have been brought to him for his signature; and | 
he had summoned all the members of the Administration, | 
|| to ask their opinions, in writing, to be deposited in the De- 
|| partment of State, upon two questions: 1. Whether Con- | 
gress had a constitutional right to prohibit slavery in a Ter- | 
ritory; and, 2. Whether the eighth section of the Missouri 
bill (which interdicts slavery forever in the territory north 
of 36° 30! latitude) was applicable only to the territorial | 
state, or would extend to it after it should become a State. | 


| Congress had the power to prohibit slavery in the Territories. 
(Mr. A. thought it extended to the State, which was bound | 
by—others that it only related to the Territory.] 

“© March 5.—The President sent me yesterday the two | 
questions, in writing, upon which he desired to have an- | 
swersin writing, to be deposited in the Department of State. 
He wrote me that it would be in time if he should have the 
answers to-morrow. The first question is, in general terms, 
as it was stated at the meeting on Friday. The second was 
modified to an inquiry whether the eighth section of the 
Missouri bill is consistent with the Constitution. To this I 
can, Without hesitation, answer by a simple affirmative ; 
—_ so, after some little reflection, [ concluded to answer | 
poth. } 

‘* March 6.—I took to the President my answers to his 
two constitutional questions, and he desired me to have | 
them deposited in the Department, together with those of 
the other members of the Administration. They only dif- 
fered as they assigned their reasons fur thinking the eighth 
section of the Missouri bill consistent with the Constitution, 
because they considered it as only applying to the territorial 
term, and I barely gave my opinion, without assigning for 


| itany explanatory reason. The President signed the Mis- 
|| souri bil! this morning. 

| ‘A true copy from the original, by me, 
1 ** CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.” 
| With this legislation the country rested in peace 
|| for many years. In the year 1854, however, this | 
|| legislation was disturbed. Atthat time the coun- 


try was in peace; the compromise measures of 


part acquiesced in. There were some, to be sure, | 
in some parts of the country, who were opposed | 
to those measures; but the opposition had nearly | 

subsided: there was a general acquiescence. If | 
|| the subject had been allowed to slumber there, I | 

think the acquiescence would have continued, and | 
would have increased. 





But, in an evil hour, in | 


than thirty years—the constitutionality of which 
had been admitted on al! sides; which had scarce- 


denied in a manner which showed that there was 
no very great sincerity in those who were deoying 
it—the restrictive portion of the act was declare 

inoperative and void; and, in addition to that, a 





posed would render it quite acceptable to the peo- 
ple of the free States. What was that feature? 
Having stricken out, and declared inoperative and 





in the Ferritory included in it should be left to the 
free action of the people of the Territory. They 
were to be left ** perfectly free to form and regu- 

| late their domestic institutions in theirown way.”’ 

| 

| 

| 


concerned, was considered in any degree accept- 
able. To'a portion of the people of this country 


that feature was acceptable. It was that feature | 


to States, when they should be admitted into the Union. || 
On this latter point [ had, at first, some doubt; but the opin- || 


went over. He exjfected that the two bills, for the admis- || 


As to the first question, it was unanimously agreed that | 


| 1850 had been adopted, and had been for the most || 


the year 1854, the law which had existed for more || 


} 
} 
i 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


That was the only feature of this bill which, so | 
| far as its supporters in the northern States were | 
| 
| 
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| was presented to the people of the northern States 
e Union in this light: that the people of the 

| Territory of Kansas should be permitted to vote 
on the question of slavery freely; that it was to be 

| submitted to them; that their will was to be not 


ony considered, but respected and regarded as 
| final. 


, . . 

|. That bill having become a law, what was the 
action of the people of this country respecting it, 
considering them sectionally, viewing them as 





=e **> || occupying different portions of the Union? What 
| (and the vote of every meinber was unanimons,) and which || >- . > . : 
‘ 7 ») did the northern Staies? I will consider their con- 


duct in the light of the charges brought against 
them. They are accused of having colonized 
Kansas Tetritory. Weare told that people from 


the northern States of the Union, being desirous, 
| if possible, to retain that Territory as free terri- 


tory, believing, as they did, that it belonged to 


| them by every title, not only by the legislation 


| which had long been acquiesced in, but by the 
law of nature, that it was a proper region for free 

territory, emigrated to that region in large num- 
| bers; we are told that emigrant aid societies were 
established; we are told that free settlers were en- 
couraged and aided by incorporated companies to 
| go into that Territory, and there take up their 
residence. If it were so, lam not able to say that 
| I see in that anything: objectionable; certainly 

there was nothing illegal. What if it were true 


|| that northern States did incorporate companies 


with a view of settling one of the Territories of the 
| Union: is not that a perfectly proper and per- 
| fectly legal course? Is not settling a Territory a 
| laudable object? 

Weare told in the message of the President of 
the United States, in regard to Central America, 
| that the proper way of obtaining that territory 
| which does not belong to us, is by emigration; 
| that we ought not by force of arms to attempt to 
| seize Central America; but that we ought to do 
it by peaceful emigration. If it is right to em- 
igrate into a territory which does not belong to 

us, is it not perfectly proper, is it not a laudable 
| object, to encourage emigration into a Territory of 
'this Union? Thatis all that any Senator can sa 
| has been done, even admitting every charge wit 
' regard to the Emigrant Aid Society. It was a 
| laudable object; it was a desirable object; and if 
there was the further object of carrying liberty 
| into that Territory, it certainly does not render 
it less laudable or less desirable. 

But what are the facts? In point of fact, the 
settlement of that Territory by means of the Em- 
igrant Aid Society, which has been considered a 
| very great act of aggression on the part of the 
| North, has been much overstated. I believe the 


|| fact to be that only a very small portion of the 


| free settlers of Kansas Territory went from the 
| New England States at ali; or, if they went there 
| from the New England States, it is not true that 

they went there under the ange of the Em- 
| igrant Aid Society. For one, I can say that in 
my entire acquaintance, I have never known but 
a single emigrant who has ever gone into that 
| Territory from the State of Connecticut. The 
| Senator from Iowa [Mr Harian] informed us 
| the other day, that (I think) nine tenths, at any 
rate a very large proportion of the settlers of the 
Territory have gone from the northwestern States, 
and they have not gone under the auspices of 





| 
| 
| 
} 


|| the Emigrant Aid Society. They had_a perfect 
ly been denied, or, if it had been denied, had been | 


right to do so. The States of this Union had a 
right to pass acts of incorporation for any legal 
| purpose, and if citizens had gone under those 
| acts of incorporation, there would have been no 


|| possible objection which could have been mad: 
feature was presented in the bill which it was sup- | 


to it by any Senator with any show of reason; 


‘| but in point of fact it was not so. The settlers 


| went there, as we should have supposed they 


|| would go there, from the adjoining States, from 
void, the clause prohibiting slavery north of 36° || adjacent territory; or a large proportion of them, 
30’, the bill provided that the question of slavery || almost the whole of them, did so. 


|| ‘That having been the course of the free States, 
| what, I beg leave to ask, was the course of the 
| States that are called the slaveholding States, cr 
|| the slave States—I prefer to call them the slave- 

holding States? Did ey attempt to settle that 
Territory? Did they make any attempt to settle 
it by peaceful emigration? If the State of South 
| Carolina, or the State of Virginia, had seen fit to 
| incorporate companies, with the view of settling 





of the bill which sustained the party now in power || Kansas, with the view of encouraging their own 


| 
in the last presidential election. Mr. Buchanan is 


|| people to go there and settle that Territory with 


right, in his message, when he says the subject |! an honest intention of residing there, there would 
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have been no complaint raised by the portion of || willing to ad 


} | 


the Union from which I come. 
perfect: they could have done it. 


heir right was 
I never heard 


4 
interfered in any improper manner in the settling | 


of that Territory; but 1 do say that the proof is 
perfectly undeniable—I undertake to allege that it 


1s proved by the report of the investigating com- | 


mitte of the other 
people of the adjacent States, instead of attempting 
to settle Kansas, instead of going there as actual 
residents with the intention of remaining, went 
there by force and took possession of the ballot- 
box at the point of the bayonet. It was not fraud 
in the inception; they did not begin by fraud; they 
adopted no such “eae means as fraud implies. 
They went there by actual force and violence, and 
drove the free settlers of that Territory from the 
polls, and took possession of the government. 
The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Green] the 
other day, denied these charges; and he charged 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. ey 
with having stated what he could not prove. 
say itis proved. It is so far proved thatany Sen- 
ator has a right to allege it on this floor; he has 


a right to say it is substantiated by evidence. It. 


is shown that, of the voters who took part in the 
first election, on the 30th of March, 1855, in the 
Territory of Kansas, where the violenc@first made 
its appearance, about five thousand, in round num- 
bers, were persons who had no residence in the 


Territory, who had no intention, so far as appears, 


of becoming residents, who were there merely for 
the occasion of voting; and when their business 
of voting was finished, they returned to their 
homes in an adjoining State. They established 
a government; they gave it the form cf law; they 
elected a Legislature. That Legislature was not 
elected by the people of the Territory, but by the 
people of an adjoining State—men who exercised 


louse of Congress—that the | 


| they had great confidence in the patriotism and 


| in theirown way. He hasstated, in his annual mes- 


the right of suffrage in theirown State—men who || 


had exhausted their right of suffrage in theirown 
State; men who, having voted in their State, had 
no right to vote anywhere else. 
this Territory, and without resorting to fraud, by 
actual violence took possession of the polls, and 
drove away those who had a right to vote at that 
election. ‘That is the origin of the ** legality’’ of 
the acts that have since taken place in Kansas. 

We are told by the President of the United 
States that the form of law has been given to this 
action; and we are told that the Legislature has 
been recognized by both branches of Congress; we 
are told that he himself has recognized it. That 
is the very thing of which we complain, The very 
cause of complaint on the part of the people of the 
northern States of this Union, and, I trust, a por- 
tion of the southern States, is, that this gross and 
outrageous and too successful attempt to subvert 
the liberties of the people of that Territory, to 
deprive them of their rights, has been upheld and 
recognized by thisGovernment. Can it be claimed 
here; will it be claimed, that fraud and violence 
can be ratified, can be sustained, can have any 
sanction given them by any subsequent indirect 
approbation, such as it is claimed has been given 
them by the other House of Congress? It seems 
to me that no Senator can claim that any such 
technical support can be given to these proceed- 
ngs. 

Ve come, in the progress of events, to the pres- 
idential election. hile these troubles were ex- 
citing the attention and interest of the people of 
the country, the last presidential election took 


place; and what was the issue then made before | 


the people? I cannot say what was the issue 
made in the southern States; but I can say with 


safety that the issue made in the northern States | 


of the Union was whether the people of the ‘Ter- 
ritory of Kansas should be allowed to settle the 
question of slavery for themselves. If any other 
question had been presented to the people of that 
portion of the country, I am safe in saying that 
the result would have been very different. The 
President tells you that everywhere this question 
was made—not the question of the extension of 
slavery to Kansas; not, shall Kansas be a slave 
State; but shall the people of Kansas at the polls 
in a legal manner, in a proper manner, be per- 
mitted to say whether they will have slavery or 
not? That was the question submitted in the 
presidential election, and the result is known to us 
all. The people of this country decided it. Tam 


They come into | 


| ple shall make their own laws and elect their own rulers. 


| ernor Walker, of Kansas, openly represents and proclaims | 
| that the President of the United States is employing through 


| had the election, nor sanction, nor consent of the people of 
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|| their decision from the result of the presidential ] 
that they did; but what did they attempt to do? | 
1 do not say that any of the States of this Union || 


| was first publicly announced that the President of 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


so far as you can draw an inference in regard to || 
election. They decided that, in their judgment, 
it was right and just that the people of the Terri- | 
tory of Kansas should be allowed to decide on || 
their own institutions in their own way. 

When the President of the United States took 
his place as Chief Magistrate of this Union, a very 
large portion of the people of the northern States 
oat of my own constituents had great confidence 
in his patriotism. They had a strong hope that 
there would then be a fair opportunity furnished 
for the people of the Territory of Kansas to decide 
on their own institutions. They knew very well 
that if that decision was made in accordance with 
the actual views of the people of the Territory, it 
would be in favor of the views entertained by us 
on the great subject of slavery. ‘They had entire 
confidence as to what the decision would be, and 











the honesty of the President of the United States. 
He had assured them that the people of the Ter- 
ritory should be permitted to decide the question 


sage, that if the question had net been presented 
to the peeple in the manner | have suggested, the 
result would not have been what it was; or, at any 
rate, he has said that it was so left, and that such 
was the understanding everywhere. Well, sir, 
has that been done? > the confidence reposed 


in the President of the United States by the people 
of this country been Fy gh Let us see. 
Sir, in the course of the last summer, when it 


the United States had deemed it his duty to use 
the Army to enforce the pretended laws of the 
‘Territory of Kansas, or more correctly speaking, 
to compel the free State settlers of that Territory, 
they being a large majority of the actual popula- 
tion, to submit to the government of a small mi- || 
nority, a number,of my constituents united ina 
memorial to the President, which was expressed 
in the following language: 





“ His Excellency James Buchanan, 
. President of the United States: 

“The undersigned, citizens of the United States, and 
Clectors of the State of Connecticut, respectfully offer to 
your Excellency this their memorial : 

“ The fundamental principle of the Constitution of the 
United States and of our political institutions is, that the peo- 


“ We see with grief, if not with astonishment, that Gov- | 


. . < ' 
him an army, one purpose of which is to force the people | 


of Kansas to obey laws not their own, nor of the United | 
States, but laws which it is notorious, and established upon | 
evidence, they never made, and rulers they never elected. 

** We represent, therefore, that by the foregoing your Ex- 
cellency is openly held up and proclaimed, to the great der- 
ogation of our national character, as violating in its most 
essential particular the solemn oath which the President 
has taken to support the Constitution of this Union. 

** We call the attention further to the fact that your Ex- 
cellency is, in like manner, held up to this nation, to all 
mankind, and to all posterity, in the attitude of ‘levying | 
war against [a portion of) the United States,’ by employ- 
ing arms in Kansas to uphold a body of men, and acode of | 
enacunents purporting to be legislative, but which never 


the ‘Territory. 

** We earnestly represent to your Excellency that we also 
have taken the oath to obey the Constitution; and your Ex- 
elleney may be assured that we shall not refrain from the 
prayer that Almighty God will make your administration an 
example of justice and beneficence, and with His terrible 





majesty protect our people and our Constitution.”’ 


This memorial was signed by forty-three gen- 
tlemen, citizens of the State of Connecticut. The 
made no publication of the paper; but in good fait 


perusal, with the intention and the ho 
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mit that the decision was then made, style, and the character of the memo 


| brought the history of the affairs’of Kansa 





February 9, 











r 
haps justified the unusual course Chern s . 
it publicity. ming 
Yow, sir, I invite the attention of the Sena, 

this correspondence between my constituents ao 
the President, in several points of view, an 

. . 8 down 
to the period when this correspondence took plac 
I have shown the character of the act repealing 
the Missouri restriction, and I have referred 3 
the series of outrages consequent thereon, | have 
referred to the presidential election of 1856 aa 
to the hopes kindled in many honest and confidine 
hearts that James Buchanan would take high yp: 
triotic ground on the subject of that unfortunate 
Territory. Then, at this precise time to which | 
have alluded, came the correspondence of which 
I am speaking. 

The main object of the memorial was to protes, 
against the use of the Army of the United States 
in enforcing the execution of the pretended laws 
of Kansas. To that I will first direct my atten. 
tion. They first lay down the acknowledged prin. 
ciple that the people should make their own laws 
and elect their own rulers. They then say tha 
Governor Walker openly represents and Claims 
that the President of the United States is employ. 
ing through him an army, one purpose of which 
is to force the people o#Kansas to obey laws not 
their own, nor of the United States; but laws 
which it is notorious and established upon eyj. 
dence they never made and rulers they neverelect. 
ed. They then allege that by the foregoing the 
President is held up and proclaimed as violating 
his oath,of office. They do not charge him with 
such violation of his oath; but they say that to 
use the Army of the United States to force the 
people of Kansas to obey laws not their own nor 
of the United States, but laws which they never 
made and rulers they never elected, would be such 
a violation; and they say further that the Presi. 
dent is represented and proclaimed by his agent, 
Governor Walker, as employing through himan 
army for that purpose. 

This memorial always seemed to me timely and 

soper; but whatever may have been thought of 
it by others at the time of its publication, it has 
since, by the progress of events, been fully yin- 
dicated, and the wisdom and jistice of its appeal 
been fully established. The President of the 
United States, however honest his intentions, had 
no legal right to use the Army in the manner and 
for the purpose jndicated in the memorial, and ac- 
knowledged by him in his reply. This I now 
prepose to attempt to prove. 
he memorialists declare that the laws of Kan- 
sas, which the President was enforcing by the 
bayonets ofthe regular Army, were not laws; that 
they had never the election, nor sanction, nor 
counsel, of the people of the Territory; and that 
they were not laws of the United States. What 
is the President’s reply to this? [ take now his 
own allegation with regard to it. Does he say 
that the laws in question were really enacted by 
competent legislative authority? Does he say that 
the rulers, claiming authority which he was sus- 
taining by Federal bayonets, were actually chosen 
by the people of Kansas? He says no such thing. 
He barely alleges that the Territory had been 
organized, and that its government was in 0p- 
eration. ‘‘ A Governor,’’ he says, ‘secretary 
of the Territory, chief justice, two associate jus 
tices, a marshal, and a district attorney, had been 
appointed by his predecessor, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, and were al! 


they sent it to the President for his own private | engaged in performing their respective duties.” 


pe that it 


ho denies this? Who dispates the authority of 


_ would exert on his mind such influence as it might || these officers? Their powers were notin question. 
deserve to have. Noman can say that the memo- || The President well knew, when he dwelt on this 


rial is not couched in respectful language. The 
Presideat himself took no exception to it in this 


respect; for he made an exception to his general 


| through t 


rule in relation to papers addressed to himself, and 
gave ita erie reply. 


long array of officers of the Territory, appointed 
by his ee that their powers were Un- 
disputed, that they were unresisted in the exec” 


tion of their duties, and that they were not now 


This reply was made || the subject of complaint. Why, then, dwell on 
ie chafinel of the newspaper press, and || this list of officers, except to divert attention from 


| thus was first announced to the public the exist- || the true question; which was, are the laws of 


| them known. 


ence of the memorial itself. It was not by the | 
methoriatists obtruded upon the public attention. 
The President himself, apparently desirous of an 
opportunity to os his intentions regarding | 
Kansas, seized th 


} 


. . . . j 
is as a fitting occasion of making | 


. : 
1. I make no complaint of this, nor | 
do I complain of the tone of the reply. It was | 


like the memorial itself, respectful in manner and | 


| Kansas the enactments of the representatives of 


| the people, and are their elected rulers the officers 


| chosen by them? But he goes on: 

| *© A code of laws had been enacted by the Territorial! = 
'gisiature. It is quite true a controversy had previous a 
| arisen respecting thre validity of the election of members 
| the Territorial Legislature, and of the laws passed by thew 
' but at the time | entered upon my official duty, oust’ 


| had recognized this Legistature by different enactments 
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_" ' 
The Delegate elected to the House of Representatives, under | 
a territorial law, had just completed his term of service on 
rye day previous to my inauguration. In fact, [ found the | 
avernment of Kansas as well established as that of any || 
“her Territory. Under these circumstances, what was my | 
duty? Was it not to sustain this government, to protect it 
from the violence of lawless men, who were determined to 
ral or ruin? to prevent it from being overturned by force; 
in the language of the Constitution, ‘ to take care that the 


jaws be faithfully executed?’ It was for this purpose, and || 


this alone, that I ordered a military force to Tense to uct 
as a posse comitatus in aiding the civil magistrate to carry 
the laws into execuuon.’ 

The President asserts that it is his duty to tn- | 
foree the enactment of the so-called Legislature 
of the Territory. I have already considered the 


question whether those acts were entitled to be 


considered true legislative acts or not. My own 
gpinion isthatthey were not. I think it has been | 
shown conclusively that there was no form of le- 
eislation connected with them which gave them 
any ealhonaty or should entitle them to any re- 
spect. But let us for a single moment suppose 
that they were legislative acts: the signers of this | 
memorial were of opinion that even if they were, | 
the President of the United States ought not to 
send any portion of the army into that Territory | 
for the purpose avowed by him. While Ido not 
admit that they were acts of legislation, I under- 


take to say that even if they had been acts of a || 


Legislature properly and legally chosen, the Pres- | 
ident of the United States, under the Constitution 
and under the law, had no legal right to send the | 
Army of the United States into the Territory of | 
Kansas for the purpose which he has himself ac- | 
knowledged and avowed. For what purpose had | 
hea right to send the army into that Territory? | 
The Constitution of the United States gives to | 
Congress certain powers with regard to the Army. | 
It gives Congress power -** to provide for calling | 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, | 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasion.’? | 
Founded on that clause of the Constitution is the 
act passed in the year 1795. In passing that act, 
Congress followed, almost verbatim, the language 
of this clause of the Constitution. It has some- 
times been questioned why larger powers were 
not given by that act of Congress; and one gentle- | 
man, I think the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Puen,]} 
spoke the other day of a casus omissus in this act. 
Sir, the reason why no power was given to the 
President of the United States to order troops into | 
a Territory, is that Congress themselves had no | 
power to delegate to him that authority. Con- 
gress had only power to provide for the calling 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrection, and repel invasion. When 
Congress had passed a law authorizing the mi- 
litia to be called out for that purpose, their power 
was exhausted. The framers of that bill passed 
it with the Constitution before them. They gave 
the President all the power which the Constitu- 
tion invested in them. They authorized him to 
call out the militia for certain purposes, and Con- 
gress had no power to authorize him to call out 
the militia for any other purposes. ‘To show that 





the act of 1795 goes no further than I have stated, || 


let me read three sections to the Senate: 


“Seorion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That whenever the United States shall be invaded, 
or be in imminent danger of invasion from any foreign nation 
or Indian tribe, it shall be lawful for the President of the 
U nited States te call forth such number of the militia of the 
State, or States, most convenient to the place of danger, or 
Scene of action, as he may judge necessary to repel such | 
invasion, and to issue his orders for that purpose, to such 
officer or officers of the militia, as he sball think proper. 
And in case of an insurrection in any State, against the 
government thereof, it shall be lawful for the President of 
the United States, on application of the Legislature of such 
State, or of the Executive, (when the Legislature cannot be 
convened,) to call forth such number of the militia of any 
other State, or States, as may be applied for, as he may judge 
sufficient to suppress such insurrection. 

“Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That whenever the 
Ws of the United States shall be opposed, or the execution 
event obstructed, in any State, by combinations too power- 
ul to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial pro- 
ceedings, or by the powers vested in the marshals by this 
act, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States 


to call forth the militia of such State, or of any other State 
Or States, 


lions, and 
Use of the 


Ja 





as may be necessary to suppress such combina- | 
to cause the laws to be duly executed ; and the 
: militia so to be called forth may be continued, if 
hecessary, until the expiration of thirty days after the com- | 
mencement of the then next session of Congress. 

wh Sec. 3, Provided always, and be it further enacted, That 
ide ever it may be necessary, in the judgment of the Pres- 
forth, use the military force hereby directed to be called | 

Tih, the President shail forthwith, by proclamation, com- 


oon such insurgents to disperse, and return peaceably to 


respective abodes, within a limited time.” 


' 


THE CONGRESSI 


1] 
| 


|| vious law? 


~ 


the United States would have been authorized to 
order the militia of an 


fied in that act. He would have power, having 
thus been authorized by Congress, to call forth 


the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- | 


press insurrection, and repel invasion—how? The 
mode in which he was jo do that was specified in 
theact. In the first place, after having been called 


on by the Governor or Legislature of a State, he | 


was to issue his proclamation as President of the 


United States, stating the reasons why he had | 


resorted to this measure. Then, after having or- 
dered the militia into any State, the law ex pressly 


| provided that he should retain them there for no 


longer than the space of thirty days after the next 
meeting of Congress. So jealous were the framers 
of that act of the powers of the Executive, that 
even in the instances therein specified, the Pres- 


| ident was only permitted to use the militia for the 
| Space of thirty days, and after all the prerequi- 


sites mentioned in the act had been complied with. 
Then, in the year 18Q7, another act was passed, 
under which the President of the United States 
claims the power to keep the Army of the United 
| States, as he is at this time retaining them, in that 
Territory, and as he tells us he will retain them, 
until we admit Kansas as a Slate. What is that 
act? My constituents saw fit to expostulate with 
the President of the United States for using the 
Army forthe purpose, as they supposed, of crush- 
| ing the liberties of the people of Kansas. Now, 
| whatauthority had the President to use the Army 
| there at all? The act of 1807 simply provides: 
| That in all cases of insurrection, or obstruction to the 
laws, either of the United States or of any individual State 
or Territory, where it is lawful for the President of the 
| United States to call forth the militia for the purpose of sup- 


| 
| 


| pressing such insurrection, or of causing the laws to be duly | 


| executed, it shall be lawful for him to employ, for the Same 
| purposes, such part of the land ornaval forces of the United 


|| States as shall be judged necessary ; having first observed 
| all the prerequisites of the law in that respect.”? 


When might he use the militia under the pre- 
Could he use it at all in any Terri- 
| tory? 


with it, in regard toa Territory; but in the second 
| act the word ** Territory”’ is used, and it may pos- 
| sibly be claimed by some that, by implication, the 
| President has power to use the regular Army in 
a Territory. I do not admit that such a power as 
| this can be granted to the President by implica- 


| tion; I say an express act of Congress must be | 
shown to authorize the President to use troops in | 
that manner; butif any Senator is of opinion that || 
implication is sufficient on which to found this | 


authority, I take it the implication must follow 
the general act itself. 
oe r ° oy - . ” 
power by the use of the word ‘ Territory,’ he 
| must comply with all the prerequisites of the 
former act; and, if the analogy of a State is to be 
' carried into a Territory, because of the use of the 
word ‘* Territory,’’ then he is to act in a Terri- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| power to order troops into a Territory, he has 


| power to order them there as he would ina State, 


| and in no other wise. If he hasany power at all, 
under this law, as to a Territory, he has it pre- 
cisely as he has it in regard to a State; and he is 
bound to comply with all the requisites, prerequi- 
sites, and postrequisites, in regard to his employ- 
ment of the troops required in any State of this 
Union. His power is no greater in a Territory 
than in a State. 

That, I think, must be admitted by every Sen- 
ator who claims that there is this power ‘by im- 
plication. If there is a grant, it is a grant con- 


| fined to the powers the President had in a State. 


| Now what could he do in a State? 


In certain 
cases he might use the militia in a particular man- 





| ner; but he could retain them there only for the 
' period of thirty days after the next meeting of 


Congress. There was the limit of his power; and 


|| he may use the regular Army in the same man- 


ner, having complied with all the prerequisites. 


|| Ido not claim that the President of the United 
| States has not a right to station or quarter troops 


in Kansas. That is notthe question. The ques- 
tion is whether he has the right to order the troops 
of the United States into the Territory of Kansas 
for the purpose which he has himself avowed. 


ONAL GLOBE. 


Bees Ty ee = 
|| I think there are very few, if any, Senators || What is that purpose? The 
|| here, who would claim that under that act, if there || thorizes him to use the Army for the pur 


had been no further legislation, the President of || executing the laws of the Union; for the 


State of the Union into a | 
State or Territory, unless for the purposes speci- | 


| him to bein his military capacity. 
| on the 3d of October, 1857, this order was sent to 
| Captain Hendrickson: 


There is not a word said in the Constitu- | 
|| tion, or the law which was drafted in compliance | 


If the President gets the 


| ments for 1857-8. 
| the United States had any right to send a body 
| of the regular force of this country to Kickapoo, 
| or any other place, as a precautionary measure 

for the purpose of protecting the polls. 
| not now allude to what took place at Kickapoo. 
| There were three hundred voters in that small 


| tory precisely as he would in a State. If he has | 


act of Congress an- 
pose of 
purpose 
of suppressing insurrection; for the purpose of 
repelling invasion, But what has hedone? He 
tells us—he tells the gentlemen of Connecticut 


| who wrote to him on the subject—that he has or- 
| dered troops into Kansas, not for the purpose of 


repelling invasion, not for the purpose of sup- 


| pressing insurrection, not for the purpose of ex- 


ecuting the laws of the Union, but for the purpose 
of protecting the polls *‘ as a posse comitatus,’’ as a 
measure of ** precaution,’’ he says. Did the Con- 
gress of the United States intend to give to the 
President precautionary powers in regard to the 


|| preservation of the peace by the use of the regular 


Army? Has hea right to judge for himself as 
to when there is a probability that the laws may 
be violated? And if he sees reason to suppose that 
atany time the laws may be violated, or an elec- 
tion precinct disturbed, has he a right, as a pre- 


| cautionary measure, withoutcomplying with any 
| of the prerequisites mentioned in the statute, with- 
| out waiting for a requisition from the Governor, 
| or fora call from anybody, to send the Army inte 


any State or Territory to guard the polls? 

The Senator from Georgiatold us the other day, 
in rather striking language, that liberty preserved 
by regular troops is not worth preserving. Iam 
rather inclined to think that the freedom of elec- 
tions in the States of this Union, preserved b 
regular troops sent by the President of the United 
States as a measure of precaution, is scarcely 
worth preserving. Whathas he done? We have 
before us, (it was laid on our tables this morning, 


, and I then saw it for the first time,) a document 
|| containing some particulars with regard to the 
‘| manner in which that posse comitatus was em- 


ployed by General Harney, eminent as | admit 
It seems that 


HEaDQuaRTeRs TROOPS SERVING IN KANSAS, 
Fort Leavenworru, October 3, 1857. 
Capratn: By special orders No. 85, from these head- 


| quarters, of this date, you are instructed to proceed, in com- 
|| mand of companies A and H, 6th infantry, to the town of 
| Kickapoo, to be in time for the opening of the polls at the 


ensuing election in that place, on the Sth instant. 
You are further instructed by the general commanding to 


| report your force, upon your arrival at Kickapoo, to the 


proper civil authorities, to act as a posse comitatus in the 


| execution of such orders as may be deemed proper to give 
| you in that capacity. 


Before leaving this post you will report to his excellency 


| the Governor for certain instructions he is desirous of giving 


to you concerning the above civil duties. After the election 
is Over, you will return with your command to this post, 
unless detained by the proper civil authorities for a longer 


| period. 


I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. PLEASONTON, 
Captain 2d Dragoons, A. .4ss. Adjutant General. 
Captain THomas HenpDRICKSON, 
6th Infantry, Fort Leavenworth, K. T. 


Mr BENJAMIN. Where is that to be found ? 
Mr. DIXON. On page 128 of the second vol- 
ume of the message and accompanying docu- 
I deny that the President of 


town, and they gave one thousand votes under 


|| the auspices of the regular troops of the United 
| States. 
| tected on that occasion. 
| that, admitting that everything there was fair and 


The poils were pretty thoroughly pro- 
But, not to allude to 


honest, nobody claims that there was any out- 


|| break; nobody claims that there was any danger 
| of an outbreak. 
| State men had no strength; it was a place where 
| the vote was almost wholly on the other side. 


It was a place where the free- 


But, to drop that point, and not to dwell on it at 


all, I say the President of the United States had 
| no power under the Constitution, or under the 


law, as a precautionary measure, to. send noe 
to that point for the purpose of guarding the polls. 
General Harney, in a letter to Mr. Floyd, Secre- 


| tary of War, says: 


HEADQUARTERS TROOPS SERVING IN Kansas 
* Fort Leavenwortn, October ll, ii a7. 

“Sir: I have the bonor to report, for the information of 
the Departinent, that the general election in this Territory, 
which took place on the 5th and 61h instant, bas passed off 
very quietly, no disturbance or tumnit having occurred at 
any of the polls which have been heard from to mar the 
peace of the ‘Territory. 
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“The troops have returned from the different election 
precinets, with the exception of Sherman’s battery of ar- 
tillery and one company of (oot artillery, and these compa- 
nies have been retained ia the vicinity of Lawrence, at the 
request of his excellency the Governor of the Territory.”’ 

What a picture does that present! Anelection 
carried on under the auspices, under the guard 
and protection, of the troops of the United States, 
sent out by the President of the United States as 
a mere measure of ** precaution !’’ There was no 
disturbance, peace was preserved, ** order reigned 
in Warsaw;”’ and why should it not? You had 


the whole force of the Army of the United States, | 


and the President tells the New Haven gentlemen, 
who protested against his course, that the whole 
power of the Government should be used for the 
purpose for which he has used it in that Terri- 
tory. What was the opinion of the late Presi- 
dent of the United States with regard to the power 
of the Executive on this subject? I will not say 
that I quote itas an authority which ought to gov- 
ern on all subjects; but I do say itis an authority 
which ought to have binding force on the present 


President of the United States, and on Senators | 


on the other side of the House. This subject was 
discussed by General Pierce, in his message pre 


sented at the commencement of the third session || 


of the ‘Thirty-Third Congress; and he said then: 
«The President of the United States has not power to 


interpose in clections, to see to their freedom, to canvass | 
their votes, or to pass upon their legality, in the Territories | 


any more than in the States. If he had such power, the 
Government might be republican in form, but it would bea 


monarchy in fac}; and if he bad undertaken to exercise it | 


in the case of Kansas, he would have been justiy subject to 
the charge of usurpation, and of violation of the dearest 
rights of the people of the United States.” 


THE CONGRESS 


| President himself authorized and justified no such | copy the beautiful allusion of the Senat 


'| indignity, but gave their memorial a respectful re- 


| ply. 
’ ‘But, sir, allow me to say that, in point of fact, 
| only a small proportion of the whole number 
of these forty-three memorialists are clergymen. 
The rest are eminent civiliansand men of science. 
As a body, they are not inferior in position, in 
talents, in influence, in learning, toany equal num- 


IONAL GLOBE. 


i} 
1} 
i} 


ber of men who may be found in any State in this || 


Unian. 


| The distinguished man whose name has been 


placed at the head of the list, and first addressed | 


/in the President’s reply, sought no such honor; 


/ ative man, and the President was only right in | 


but I admit he is entitled to the distinction. Con- 
necticut consents to accept him as her represent- 


taking his name from its too humble place on the 
list, and placing it before those who would gladly 
yield him precedence. And now, sir, who is Ben- 
jamin Silliman, that he should be assailed by name 
in the Government organs, as if he were not en- 


| titled to address a respectful message of expostu- 


| Arago, of Agassiz, of Chevreul, of Cotta, of De || 


lation, or, if there were need, of reproof, to the | 
President of the United States? One of the great | 
lights of modern science—known, ceiebrated, | 
| distinguished among the few who have adorned | 
the arts, and shed new light on the studies most |! 
cultivated by civilized man; the peer, the friend | 


of Humboldt, of Davy, (while he yet lived,) of 


La Beche, of Jean Baptist Dumas, of Faraday, 


| of Le Verrier, of Brogniart, of every great con- 


| temporar 


I adopt that language. I think it is correct. - I || 


think the President had no power to use the Army 
for that purpose; and I believe that his act in 
using that power was, in the language of President 


Pierce, a usurpation; that the law gave him no | 


authority; thatit was, in every sense of the word, 


improper; thatit was an act unnecessary in itself; | 


that there was no pretext for it; that there was no 
occasion for it; that the election would not have 


been disturbed by those whom he calls free-State || 


men, if those troops had not been there; and he 
does not admit that he took them there for the pur- 
pose of protecting the polls from those of opposite 
sentiments, 

Believing that no power existed on the part of 
the President of the United States to send troops 
into Kansas; atany rate believing that they ought 


not to be sent for such a purpose, a portion of my | 


constituents, as | have already stated, addressed 
the memorial, of which I have spoken, to that oili- 
cer. Mr. President, who are the men who have 
thus memorialized the Chief Magistrate? They 
have been stigmatized as if guilty of some out- 
rageous enormity. ‘The Government organ, in this 


city, if | am not mistaken, has joined in the de- | 


nunciations of a partisan press. It has used lan- 


guage with regard to them which it might well |! 


have left to its more unscrupulous companions, | 


and which Ido not wish to quote in this presence. 


Even the Governor of Virginia, in a letter to his | 


political friends in Tammany Hall, has joined in 
the ery. 


ion, from various quarters, have been applied to 


the gentlemen who have signed the memorial of | 


which I speak. 


Among other things they have been denounced | 
as political clergymen, Well, sir, suppose it || 


were true that they were all clergymen, I under- 
take to say that the clergy of this country stand 
where they ought to stand; first and foremost in 


intelligence, in education, in morality, in sincere | 


piety. A purer,a more spotless clergy cannot be 
found in Christendom, 
dotal robes unspotted, 
political strife. 
counsels and by their example in the paths of that 
religion whose doctrines they preach, whose pre- 
cepts they practice, and whose profession they 
adorn. This, sir, whatever may be said of a few 


They mingle in no mere 


hey wear their sacer- | 


They lead the people by their | 


individuals who have proved unworthy, you and | 


I know, and every Senator here knows to be true 
from our own observation of their lives. Are not 
such men eminently entitled to the privilege of 
memorializing the President of the United States 
on a subject which they believe touches the im- 
mortal destiny of man, and takes hold on eter- 
nity? I was shocked when I saw these mer 
insulted and vilified by the organs of the Govern- 
ment, and I rejoiced when it appeared that the 


name made illustrious by devotion to 
science—known all over the world, when many 


of our distinguished countrymen are still un- | 


known; the honored instructor of three genera- 


tions of young men, in that far-famed university | 


beneath whose classic shades he is passing his 
iast days, the guide, the philosopher, the friend, 
whose teachings and whose counsels have been 
enjoyed by more of our public men than those of 
any man now living, the honored professor, at 


whose feet your gwn Calhoun sat for many years, | 


when he, a young man, went to New England, 
as the young men of Rome went to Greece to 


learn philosophy. ‘There, sir, under the instruc- 


tions of Silliman, and Dwight, and Kingsby, | 


his great intellect was cultivated, adorned, and 
strengthened. ‘There he learned to wield that in- 
vincible logic which enabled him successfully to 
encounter the giants of other days—the Web- 


sters, the Clays, the Bentons—in this Senate, | 


with constant victory; or, if not with victory, 


without ever having been compelled to acknowl- | 


edge defeat. I know not, sir, how many mem- 
bers of this body were trained by the same men 
or their successors; one, at least, 1 see near me, 
{Mr. Bensamin,] who has left in those halls a 
traditionary record of eminentscholarship, of high 


| talent, scareely surpassed by his distinguished po- 
sition on this floor. But this with deference I say, | 


that whatever honors may be in store for any 


| member of this body; whatever just claims to 
_undying fame the talents, the acquirements, the 
| eloquence, the public services, of the most distin- 


I know not how many epithets of deris- | 


guished here may give him, there is not one among 
these honored Senators who may not deem him- 
self satisfied, all the hopes of his youth more than 
fulfilled, all the labors of his manhood more than 


rewarded, if he may finally reach the measure of | 
fame enjoyed in his ripened years by Benjamin | 


Silliman. No office could elevate him; no honors 
could extend his reputation; no added celebrity 


, could make his name familiar where,it is now 


_known among civilized men. 


It is inscribed in 


| the immortal records of learning, and can never 


be forgotten, till the knowledge of humanizing 
arts and sciences shall fade from the memory of 
mankind, 

I will say more, sir, if the President of the United 
States, with ail the honors he has received from 
his country, including the added distinction of 
being enrolled in that list of eminent men who 
have held the high office he now occupies; if he 
may believe that when he is at last summoned to 
his reward, his name shall be as well known to 
the educated minds of Christendom es that of 
Benjamin Silliman, he may well be satisfied with 
the anticipation. Far off, I trust, is the distant 
day when Professor Silliman shall be called from 
among men; but when he shall have entered into 
the fragrant laurel grove through which the an- 


Such are the signers of this memorial. | 














| 
| 





for having presented whose memorial a Go 


| Senators on this floor—men of great legal science 
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Ohio on another occasion—the civilized vorton 
lament his departure, and acknowledge his co 
vices to the cause of popular science. His lis 
is of no country, but of the world. . 
Yet such is the man who has been agsaile 
traduced for the audacious character of h 
spectful memorial to the President; such the 


dang 
IS re. 
man, 


. ; Vern. 
ment official has found it necessary to make 


public apology. 

n the President’s letter to these zentlemen 
there are several points to which I desire to call 
the attention of the Senate. Ihave already alluded 
tothat portion ofit referring to his use of the troops. 


whose opinion I have more confidence in than | 
should ever have in my own—afier the greatest and 


| closest investigation of a subject, have given jt 


as their opinion that the President had no power 
under the acts of Cougress to use the Army as he 
has used them in Kansas; but I have done with 
that point. There are a few other matters to which 
I desire to cal) attention. 

The President says that the Topeka convention 
is an illegal body, and thag he has treated it as q 


usurpation. Now, is it not the right of every cit). 


zen of the United States to meet and peaceably 
petition for a redress of grievances? Was the 
Topeka convention any more than that? Wag 
there any overt act?) Was there anything to ren. 
der it illegal? Conventions are frequently held 
in various parts of this country. It is growing 
somewhat common to hold them, not only at the 
North, but at the South; conventions in which a 
great many sentiments which some gentlemen 
might perhaps consider treasonable are expressed, 
but I have never yet heard it claimed that, so long 
as no overt act was performed, no step taken of 
forcible resistance to any existing Government, 
those conventions were illegal. If that was an 
illegal convention, the President and his friends 
here could show it. Have they done so? | 
think not. What law did it contravene? Did it 
contravene the organic act? Did it contravene 
any act of the Territory of Kansas? Was there 
any law existing anywhere prohibiting any set 
of men, in any of our Territories, from meeting 
when they pleased to form a constitution, call it 
a constitution, and send it to Congresg? They 
sent it to Congress, and what action did Congress 
take? One branch of the Congress of the United 
States accepted this constitution, made by thisso- 
called ‘* illegal’? body. It came very near being, 
and would now be, if it had received the assent 


| and consent of the Senate of the United States, 


the existing law of the State of Kansas. Had 
they nota right to send that constitution here? 
Did they infringe or violate any law or any en- 
actment by doing it? 

But the President says he will treat them as 
President Madison treated the Hartford conven- 
tion. I have do doubt he thought a very severe 
blow. He was addressing Connecticut men, and 
the Hartford convention was held within the 
State of Connecticut, and this allusion to the 
Hartford convention undoubtedly was consid 
ered a very fortunate hit on the part of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. What comparison was 
there between the Hartford convention and the 
Topeka convention, admitting that the latter was 
illegal? There was no analogy between them. 
There have been conventions held in this country 
somewhat analogous to the Hartford convention, 
if they were guilty of what was charged against 
them. If the Hartford convention had any de- 
sign (of which I have never seen the proof) of 
bringing about a disunion of the States, there 
have been conventions held which might have 
been compared to them, and to which the Presi- 
dent might have alluded. But why drag in the 
Harford convention? There were peculiar rea- 
sons, I think, why the President should not have 
alluded to it. I think his own cheeks ought to 
have been bedewed with some penitential tears 
before he made any reference to the Hartford 
convention, in addressing thesegentlemen. They 
did not belong to the party that sustained the 
Hartford convention. 1 doubt whether any por 
tion of them—certainly, if any, very few of them 
—belonged to it; the great body of them were 
men not then in active life; but the President did 
belong to the party which sustained and upheld the 


cient Eridanus rolls its ample flood—if I may || Hartford convention, and did not leave that party 
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until long after. It was long after that, that | said which they had apprehended would be said, 


Democratic blood began to flow inhis veins. I || namely, that they have waived all objection to all | 
think that before alluding to this, he should him- || former illegality, and are now estopped from 


self have shown some signs of penitence. He || pleading any of those objections on any future 
should have shown that he at least regretted that || occasion. 


he had any connection with the Hartford conven- || The President says to usat the close of his mes- 
sage that Kansas must be admitted as a State be- 


tion, with which he attempts to taunt these gentle- 


ii 

1} 
men from Connecticut. _ || cause dark clouds are lowering over this country 
He goes on further and expressly avows in this || which will grow darker, and from which some 
letter that his principal, if not his sole object, in || direful consequences are antictpated, unless the 
sending troops into Kansas, was to protect the I have no wish toallude 


' set the || State shall be admitted. : 
people in their right to vote on the constitution || to anything of this kind. I have had no wish, 


which was to be submitted to them. There has |! and have now no wish, in any remarks I may sub- | 


been a great deal said in this body and out of it || mit, to allude to the subject of slavery at alf, or to 
as to the right of the — of Kansas to vote ona || the questions growing out of it, as to the stability 
constitution formed fort hemselves,and,as should || of the institutions of this country and the duration 
be supposed, by themselves ) of our Union. I believe that this question may be 
raised whether they ought to be sustained in so || discussed without much reference to slavery. I 
voting; whether they ought to be admitted into || think itmay be looked atnow without reference to 
ihe Union under a constitution which is known || the condition of the African race on this continent, 
to be in violation of their wishes; against which \| and the duration of slavery as an institution, either 


they have protested; against which they are now | as a State or territorial institution. In regard to 


The question is | 


constantly protesting; against which they have || its existence in the States of this Union, | have no | 


protested by their late vote. But what says the || desire to discuss it. I have no wish to say one 
President? He says: 1 word in regard to the existence of slavery in any 
“Jt is my imperative duty to employ the troops of the || State of this Union. If other Senators see fit to 
United States, ebouid this become ny: ee | do so, I have noobjection to any course they may 
the convention against violence while framing the consti- || 2 a nel a0 
tution, and in protecting the ‘bona fide inhabitants’ quali- | ree but so far as I am concerned, I desire « nly 
fied to vote under the provisions of this instrument, in the || to discuss such measures as [ may vote upon in 
free exercise of the right of suffrage when it shall be sub- || this body. Having no power to vote on the sub- 
mitted to thein for their approbation or rejection.”? i ject of slavery in the States of the Union, Iam 


Was it, then, a question whether the constitu- || perfectly willing to drop the discussion of it, and 


tion shall be presented for their approbation or | say nothing about it; other Senators may do as 
rejection? So far from it the President of the Uni- ‘| they please. 

ted States says it is his duty to use the whole In the consideration of the subject now before 
power of the Government in protecting them, || us, we are no longer confined to that view of it 
when it shall be submitted for their approbation 
or rejection. It is not only to be submitted to the | 
people of the Territory, but the regular Army is | 
to attend them at the polls, and they are to be sus- 
tained and defended in their right of voting upon |! 
it 


all disputes regarding the interests of humanity 
is to escape from the contemplation of particular 
instances of wrong or complaint, and rise into the 
region of general principles. The individual in- 
stance of alleged oppression thus becomes, by a 
| natural progress, the concern of the whole human 


What has been done? Has it been submitted ? 
Have the people of that Territory had any oppor- 
tunity of voting upon it? ‘The President tells us 
in asubsequent message that each citizen of Kan- 
sas has had a fair opportunity ‘‘of expressing his || 
opinion, by his vote, whether Kansas shail be re- 
ceived inthe Union with or withoutslavery.’’ True | 
it is that the constitution itself has not been sub- 
mitted; but the great question of slavery, he says, 
has been submitted! I say ithas not been submitted 
atall. The question submitted to them was, will 
you take this constitution with a particular form 
of slavery, or will you take it with another form 
of slavery? and that was the only question sub- 


est of mankind. Thus it has always been in all 
history. So it was in the struggle which term- 
inated in the establishment of the constitutional 
Government of England on its present basis; 
what was at first the quarrel of a few daring in- 
dividuals became the quarrel of the English na- 
tion. So it was in our own Revolution. The 
question soon lost its local and individual char- 
acter; the cause of Boston became the cause of 
j all; and when the contest was over, the rights of 
mitted to them. (lt has not been the question of || the whole human race had been vindicated, and 
slavery or noslavery. Itis difficult to say—the || the liberties of all within the influence of the re- 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Trumputv] said the | sult confirmed. And now, in the instance before 
other day, it would be difficult for him to say, if || us, we see a controversy which, in its beginning, 
he were a voter of that Territory, whether he |) regarded the condition of an oppressed and de- 
would prefer the constitution in the one form or | spised people, whose fate many of the governing 
the other. It is somewhat immaterial ; it is @}| race in this country thought unworthy of their 
slave constitution in cither form. || attention, ending in a terrific conflict, convulsing 
Are the people of this country to be told that || the whole continent, the termination of which is 
this question has been-submitted to the consider- || to decide nothing less than the right of man in 
auon of the proper tribunal—that tribunal which |! this Republic to self-government. 
ought to judge upon it, and which they were told || I deem it, Mr. President, a happy circumstance 
should judge upon it? Are they now to be told, || that this question has ceased to relate solely and 
at this late-day, when the constitution has not || entirely to particular interests and conditions, and 
been presented to the people; when there has been | has become thus general in its character. The 
no Opportunity for them to act on the question of || great principles which it involves can now be dis- 
slavery alone; that it has been thus presented, and |! tinctly discerned and understood. ‘Those who 
that they are bound by that decision which is pre- |! were indifferent when their attention was invoked 
tended to have been made? |! to the concerns of what they considered an inferior 
Why, sir, the President of the United States || race, may not be reluctant to engage ina struggle 
Says that the vote taken onthe day appointed for || which involves» their own rights and privileges. 
the election of State officers by the convention is || But more than this: the question having ceased to 
a waiver of all objection on this point. Theground || be particular in its interest, can no longer be con- 
now taken is, that having appeared there and || sidered sectional. It relates to-the right of man 
voted under protest, every objection which had || to self-government—not at the north or the south 
previously been made by the people of that Ter- | only, but throughout the Republic. Every free- 
ritory to the illegality of the former proceedings | man, whatever his sentiments, whatever his inter- 
's waived. That was the reason why many in | ests in relation to the question of slavery, and 
that Territory thought it was best not to vote at || wherever his residence, may forget and escape 
all. ‘That is the very reason they gave for not |! from thenarrow prejudices of birth and education, 
taving voted previously. ‘They were upbraided; || and take such part as a generous natyre should 
they were charged by the President with treason- prompt in this great contest in defense of the rights 
able designs for not 1aving voted at the previous | of humanity. , 
elections. They said if they did vote it would be | When we view it in that light, and stand here 
urged that they had waived all objection; but | and say that we cannot consent to the admission 
When, finally, at the urgent request of the Presi- | of Kansas into this Union, under the constitution 
ent of the United States and his officers, they do | adopted at Lecompton, because the people of that 
come forward and vote, then the very thing is | Territory have not been permitted to express their 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| which relates solely to the destiny of the African | 
race on this continent, and our duties and rights | 
as affected by African slavery. The tendency of 


race. The interest of the man becomes the inter- | 


631 


—— ene — 


opinion on that constitution, because it is wholly 
| in violation of their wishes, because their rights 

and privileges have not only been neglected, but 
have been forcibly and fraudulently trampled in 
the dust, we are told by the President of the Uni- 
| ted States that we must make no such objection, 
|| because dark clouds hover over the Union. What 
|| does that mean? 1 would not allude to it here, if 
| the President of the United States had not dene 
so. I do not wish to stand here, occupying my 
| position as one of the humblest Senators on this 
| floor,as a defender of the Union. I wish to say 
| nothing about the Union. I wish to take it for 
| granted that the Union of these States is to con- 
| tinue; but the President intimates that it depends 
| upon the result of the vote on this question of ad - 
mitting Kansas. I see no blameattached by him 
| to those who propose to destroy the fabric of this 
| Government, unless Kansas shall be admitted, 
under this constitution, into the Union of these 
States. 

Suppose a portion of the people were to be ad- 
dressed, as we familiarly say, ‘* from the stump,’’ 
|, a portion of the people of the State of this Union 
| which is most ultra, 1f any such there be, in de- 
|| fense of the institution of slavery, and an orator, 
|| such as many they have sent to this body, in ad- 
|| dressing them, were to say to them, **My friends, 
|| the Union between the States forming this Gov- 
| 
i 


} 
| 
| 


| 





ernment, is to be dissolved; and why ? In the year 
| 1820, we made a compact, we made an agreement, 
we consented, our representatives themselves 
| brought forward the proposition, we made a sol- 
/emn covenant and agreement that north of 36° 
30 slavery should be forever prohibited. Now, 
my friends, itis proposed on the part of our north- 
ern brethren to do as they agreed; they propose 
to carry out that compact; they have carried it 
|| out for thirty-six years; they propose to continue 
it; we have had all on our side of the line; they 
|| propose to take the other side of the line; and 
| now, gentlemen, we propose to dissolve this Union 
| because our brethren will doas they have agreed.” 
|| That is the whole of it. The people of the North 
|, are now told—lI regret that they are so told; lL 
| wish it were not said; I am sorry that any such 
| threat should be held outevernby implication, and 
that the President of the United States should 
make the intimation—* if you insist on what you 
| consented and agreed to twenty years ago; the 
| Union is to be dissolved.”” What would Henry 
| Clay have said, what would William Lowndes 
| have said, what would Mr. Calhoun have said? 
| What would these gentlemen have said, if they 
| had been told by Mr. Taylor, of New York, who 
|| opposed the compromise, ** we will not make this 
agreement; because, ifwe do make the agreement, 
in less than half a century representatives from 
|| your portion of the country will threaten to dis- 
| solve the Union if we propose to abide by it?” 
| Sir, would any man at that time have dared to 
| say anything of thatsort? Would it nothave been 
| considered insulting to the South? Would it not 
| have been considered insulting to Mr. Lowndes, 
| to Mr. Clay, to all those distinguished men who 
forced this compromise on us, if they had been 
told that if it were insisted on by the North, their 
| descendants would make that a cause of dissolv- 
| ing the Union? I have no very great fear of the 
Union being dissolved atany time. I see no reason 
why our friends on the other side of the House 
should attemptto dissolve it. You have it all, as 
| itis. I see not how you could very well have a 
more complete southern confederacy than you 
now have. I do not object to it. Connecticut 
never has objected to anything of that sort. Con- 
necticut has never been very anxious to assert her 
rights and interests on this floor. She has been 
willing, as a patriotic-member of this nation, to do 
her duty, to perform her part; but she has never 
claimed any very great share of the honors or the 
spoils of office. She took a pretty active part in 
the commencement. She wasactive in the Revo- 
lution. You could not have had your independ- 
ence without her, and she made your Government. 
| Mr. Calhoun stated in a speech on this floor that 
| to Connecticut, to Oliver Ellsworth, and to Roger 
Sherman, were the thanks due forthe Government 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 





we now have, and to them solely, with Mr. Pater- 
sonof NewJersey. We took an active part then; 
but since that time we have been perfectly willing 
|| to live in the Union simply as a patriotic member. 
| Our people are a Union-loving people. They 
|| would sacrifice everything but honorand principle 
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to save the Union; but when they are told that 


their brethren of the South demand of them that 
they should relinquish an agreement and compact 
made over thirty years ago on this subject, or 
that the Union must come to an end, they have 
nothing to say on the subject. I think they de- 
sire their representatives here to vote as they think 
duty ought to prompt and dictate, without paying 
any regard to intimations of that kind, Certainly 
1 intend to do so. I intend to follow nobody's 
lead here. Something has been said in regard to 
leaders, and how certain Senators intend to yote. 
I intend, as one, to vote in accordance, as | un- 
derstand them, with the views of my constituents, 
in connection with, and most willingly under the 
lead of, my colleague, [Mr. Fosrer,} and under 
the lead of nobody else. Other Senators may speak 
for themselves. I propose to speak for myself. 

But, sir, | can see no reason why the President 
should imagine that so dark a cloud now hangs 
over us. Suppose we should not at this ume 
admit Kansas with the Lecompton constitution; 
and suppose, upon the whole, it should be thought 
best to adopt the resolutions which were offered by 
the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,] the 
consideration of which has been voted down at 
this time, and make further inquiry—and all we 
ask is inquiry; suppose the Senate of the United 
States should conclude, on the whole, that it is 
best to investigate thissubject, to ascertain whether 
all the charges of fraud and violence are founded 
in truth or not; is it not too trivial a cause fora 
dissolution of the Union? It seems to me almost 
puerile, that the President of the United States 
should come before us, and tell us that on this 
question hangs the permanency of our institu- 
tions. It cannot be, sir. Our institutions do not 
hang on any such feeble chain as that. They 
hang on another chain, They hang on the golden 
chain of mutual advantage. ‘Thatis the chain on 
which they are suspended—the mutual advantage 
of the different sections of this country. That | 
believe will forever sustain the Union. 

But, sir, we are told that a pledge has been 
given, and pledges are not to be violated. A 
pledge, it seems, was made in 1854, and the peo- 
ple of the northern States of the Union are now 
violating a pledge! ‘They are aggressive, and 
they are violating pledges! Why, sir, the Union 
newspaper, this morning, if I may allude to the 
passing events of the day, spoke of a pledge made 
in the year 1854 by the people of the United States 
with regard to the question of slavery. I wish to 
tuke this occasion to say, that instead of making 
a pledge at that time not to violate the legislation 
of 1554, the general feeling throughout the north- 
ern States, so far as | know, was thatthey would 
not be bound. ‘There wasa general protest. Your 


old.parties were broken up; it destroyed the ves- | 


t:ves, the fragments of all the old parties, with the 
exception of the Democratic party; and I think 
thatis pretty thoroughly demoralized by this time. 
There was great excitement at that time on the 
subject. Instead of making a pledge for that pur- 
pose, there was another pledge made. There was 
a determination expressed that the territory in- 
cluded within the compromise of 1820, which had 
then been ceded to freedom, which belonged to 
freedom by every ttle, human and divine, should 
never, with the consent of the people of the North, 
be converted into slave territory. It was free 
then; it had been declared free by the acts of south- 


ern men; their leading statesmen had acquiesced | 


in this disposition of the territory; it originated 
with them; Mr. Calhoun had acquiesced in it; 
Mr. Monroe and his whole Cabinet had acqui- 
esced in it. The people of the North said we will 
never be content that that territory shall be made 
slave territory so long as we cas preventit. They 
did not say that they would dissolve the Union 
if it was done. I have never heard any threats 
of that kind. I do not understand that they now 
propose to do so. 


ment, 


compromise of 1820. That of course is now out 


of the question. They ask a practical recognition | 


| 
| 


of it. That is their feeling; that is their desire; 
they go that length; but still they are not only not 
permitted to go that length, but they are not per- 
matted to go so far as to claim that the people of 
the ‘Territory of Kansas shall settle the question 
for themselves. A large portion of the people 


| as aslave State 





of the question. i qu 
kind; but itis, as I have already indicated, a ques- 


tion as to whether the people of the Territory | 


shall be permitted to decide for themselves on this 
question. I scarcely know of any difference of 

opinion in that region of country on that point. 
| If this is persisted in; if it is insisted upon that 
| the people of that Territory shall not be permitted 
| to express their opinions, my belief is that there 
| will be a unanimity on this subject at the North, 
| such as has never been witnessed on any question 
| before. It is not now merely a question of sla- 
| very; itis not so considered. ‘There are hundreds 
/ and thousands who care nothing about the ques- 


| tion of slavery, and never have taken much in- 


|| terest in it, who do feel an interest in the question 


_whether the people of the Territory of Kansas 
shall be permitted to say for themselves whether 
slavery shall existthere. They see here a determ- 
| ination to force on that people a constitution which 
| they not only never have adopted, but which they 
| have rejected; and they believe that that ought to 


be resisted to the end, and if need be to the bitter | 


end, however bitter that may be. 


under any possible circumstances; | 
| but the course of events has changed the aspects | 
It is not now a question of that | 





3ut, sir, | have no desire to occupy the atten- | 


| tion of the Senate further on the subject. I have 
already trespassed further than I intended, and, 


| with my thanks to the Senate for their attention, | 


1 will now close. 

| Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I rise for the pur- 
pose of submitting a very few remarks on the sub- 
ject-matter before the Senate, which, if I recollect 


‘aright, is the *¢ bill to increase the military estab- | 


lishment of the United States.” 
serves me correctly, the pending direct question 
before the Senate is on the motion of the honor- 
able Senator from Georgia to strike from the first 
section of the bill all after the enacting clause. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Biges in 
the chair.) ‘That is the pending question. 

Mr. FOOT. Itis my purpose, 


If my memory | 


will say here, | 


to discuss at full length the Kansas question, old | 
and hackneyed and Hread-worn asitis, yet still as | 


the great absorbing question before the country, 
when we shall have that subject before us on the 


report of the Committee on ‘Territories, to whom | 


it has been referred for consideration and report. 
But my purpose now is to address myself, fora 
few moments, to the question immediately before 
the Senate. 

I shall vote for the proposition to strike out the 
first section of the bill before us. The reasons 


_ which will control my actions on this bill have 
| been very forcibly presented already by the hon- 


orable mover of the pending amendment, and by 
several other Senators. 


But, sir, 1 beg to state, | 


very briefly, for myself, the reasons which will || any condition of our foreign relations. 


compel me to vote against this bill, whether the | 


first section shall be stricken out, or whether it 


| shall be retained. 


I shall vote against any measure which looks | 


| to a permanent increase of the military establish- 


| ment of the United States at the present time, and 


simply for the reason, which, indeed, compre- 
hends the whole argument of the case, that I am 


| unable to see any existing necessity for it; that I 
/am unable to see any possible occasion for it. An 


Executive call for 4 permanent increase of the 


some extraordinary occasion. It is made at an 
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on the high seas, off the coast of Cuba, in the 
spring of 1855, wherein we complained of ap ; 
sult to our flag. But the President informs wh 
the same message that he is about ‘‘to senda p 2 
Minister to Spain with special instructions y _ 
all pending questions between the two i ag 
ments, and with a determination to have row 
speedily and amicably adjusted, if pos 
There is no reason to doubt, [ trust, but that these 
uestions of difference will be settled at an early 
ay, in amanner just and honorable to both Goy. 
ernments. It is not quite time, therefore, as yer 
while these negotiations are in progress, to declar. 
that ‘* war exists by the act of Spain;’’ and hence 
it is not quite time yet to incur the heavy expendi. 
ture of the proposed increase of the military es. 
tablishment of the United States in order to meet 
so remote and improbable a contingency. And { 
will say, in passing, that, possibly, we may ulti- 
mately be able to obtain possession of Cuba at q 
much cheaper rate than by such a process, 

I take it for granted, then, that this call for ap 
enlargement of the military force of the countr 
is for no purpose of national defense against an 
foreign or external foe. When acall shall be made 
on us for men and money for sucha purpose, [ 
trust I shall be as ready and prompt to vote them 
as any one here. But so free are we from an 
actual or threatened violence from abroad, that 
we need nota single soldier for defense against 
foreign aggression. We might, with entire safety, 
so far as regards foreign invasion orencroachment, 
disband our whole Army; and J think I would, 
to-day, if the proposition were before us, vote to 
reduce it to one half its present strength. 

This call for a permanent increase of the mili- 
tary establishment of the United States is unusual 
and extraordinary, as being made in a time of pro- 
found peace; and still more extraordinary as being 
made in a time of a most severe menetary revul- 
sion throughout the country and throughout the 
business world; as being made in a time of wide- 
spread and general depression in all the depart- 
ments of industry through the country; when the 
Government itself is on the very verge of bank- 
ruptcy, and is obliged to meet its own immediate 
and pressing obligations with paper promises; 
when your national Treasury is well-nigh empty, 
and when your revenues are falling far short of 
your current civil expenses. In such a time as 
this, sir, nothing can justify a call for an increase 
of the military force of the country, and a corre- 
sponding increase of the Government expendi- 
tures, short of some great and pressing emergency 
—nothing short of some imperious necessity. 
Does such an emergency exist? Is any one pre- 
pared to say that any such necessity exists at the 
present time? Certainly it is not to be found in 


them 
Sible,”? 


Joes it exist in any condition of our domestic 
affairs? I respectfully submit and insist thatit 
does not. Is it demanded by any condition of 
things now existing in Utah? Not at all, in my 
opinion. The present regular military force of 
the country, at its maximum, is about eighteen 
thousand men. One half, or one fourth—yea, sir, 
one sixth part of this number is abundantly suf- 
ficient, in my judgment, to suppress whatever of 
disturbances, whatever of insurrection, or rebel- 


|| lion, or resistance to the constituted authorities of 


military force of the country is an extraordinary | 
one, and requires always, for its justification, 


extraordinary time, and is made, allow me to say, | 


| without the assignment of a single specific cir- 
/cumstance in the condition of the.country which 
_renders it necessary; without assigning a single 
| Specific reason for so doing. 

| Fortunately, we are at peace with all the world. 


j 


jearth appears on our political horizon, and, in- 


the United States, in his recent annual message 


| sir, in an extraordinary manner; in that itis made | 


the country there may be in Utah, even if it be 


| thought best and wisest to use the military arm 


| No speck of war with any of the nations of the | 


e | deed, itis not so pretended. The President of | 
‘They propose to stand by the original agree- | 


‘hey do not ask you now to restore the | 


to us, says that with all ‘‘ other European Gov- | 
ernments except that of Spain, our relations are | 


as peaceful as we could desire.”’ 
Government there are a few unadjusted claims in 
behalf of American citizens, amounting in the ag- 


growin 


Against that | 


|| gregate to something less than two hundred thou- | 
‘| sand dollars In addition to that, there is the mat- | 
|| ter of difference between the two Governments 
out of the affair of the American steamer | 


think that Congress never ought toadmit Kansas || Eldorado and the Spanish war frigate Ferralana, | 


. 





of the Government to suppress insubordination 
among that people. But, in my judgment, Mr. 
President, instead of sending the military troops 
of the United States to put down the Mormon re- 
bellion, as it is termed, it would be far better and 
wiser, and more politic, to withdraw the forces 
which have already been sent there; to recall your 
civil officers; to withhold your appropriations 
from that Territory. Leave them to themselves. 
Let them alone, and they will make no trouble for 
us. Let them alone, and they will let us alone. 
Have nothing to do with them, and they will soon 


| cease to exist as a separate, organized community. 


Have nothing to do with them, and they will fall 
to pieces and dissolve of their own dissensions, 
and their own intrinsic weakness. 

Sir, they are an ignorant, supersiitious, and 
misguided set of fanatics—an insane people, who 
have been gathered up from all parts of the earth— 
some of them from our own country;many more 
from Germany and from among the mountains 
of Wales and Scotland—and they are gathered 
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ary ; > ”. 
pore to this ‘* Zion 


cult Lake. There I would let them alone. Recall 
= officers; withhold your appropriations, | 


1 


‘our civil 
ee be in charity, if need be,to save them | 
tom suflering; send them no more appropriations 
+ the ordinary purposes for which they have | 
) sherto been sent; assume no responsible gov- 
nt over them, except that sort of guard- 
»which we exercise over our Indian tribes; 


} 
i 
' 
| 
em om 
jansiil} . | 
and avove all send no armies to them, but rather | 
-oud them commissioners of peace, and they will 
make no war upon us. : 

| think it was a mistake to give an organized ter- 
- torial government to this people; and if | am not 
mistaken, the Committee on Territories—if I am, | 
iy honorable colleague will inform me—at the 


jst Congress, had under consideration the ques- || 
son of the repeal of that territorial government. || 


| 
' 
Atany rate, it seems to me, sir, that this would | 
ho a far better course to pursue towards these | 
deluded, crazy people, than to send an armed sol- | 
diery among them to shoot them down. The | 
very idea of raising armies to go to war with | 
Brigham Young and his Mormons, strikes me as 
presenting this great nation of ours in rather a 
umiliating, not to say a ludicrous, attitude before 
the world. There is no glory to be won; there 
sre no laurels to be gathered on such a field as 
that. 

As at present advised, I shall vote against any 
increasé of the Army of the United States, on ac- | 
countof any present or prospective state of things | 
in Utah. If the very worst condition of things 
shall happen there which the most credulous can 
anticipate, our present regular force is ample to 
meet any emergency which can possibly arise 
there. If not, if I am in error in this, then raise 
a suflicient temporary force for the occasion, to be 
discharged when the occasion shall have passed. 
At most, it is but a temporary difficulty, and de- 
mands no permanent increase of the Army of the 
United States. 

If it be said that an increase of the Army is 
needed for the purpose of suppressing what some 

entlemen are pleased to call rebellion in Kansas, 
Vises but a single remark to make in answer to 
it; and that is, that the proposed increase of the 
military establishment of the United States, I 
apprehend, will be found to be utterly insignifi- 
cantand altogether insufficient for that purpose. I 
have nothing more, however, to say at present on 
that point. 3 

Ifit be said, again, that this enlargement of the 
military force of the country is needed for the pur- 
pose of protecting our border settlements from 
the ravages of the Indian tribes, I answer, in the 
first place, that this necessity, if necessity it be 
atall, is no greater now than it has been for many 
years past; and I add, in the second place, that 
the regular military force of the country is as ade- | 
quate for that purpose to-day as it has been for | 
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of theirs in the valley of '| disturbances there may be within our borders, || for us to take th 


they are but local, incidental, and temporary, and 


our present regular military force is abundantly | 
sufficient to meet any emergency that can possi- | 


bly arise from them. Least ofall, sir, do they call 
for an increase of the military establishment of 


| the United States, and a corresponding imposition 


of taxation and burden on the people. We all 
know that the people of the United States will 
very cheerfully bear the imposition of any burden 
on them when they see an existing necessity for 
it. They will cheerfully bear whatever burden 
may be imposed on them for the necessary de- 
fense of the country; but when they see no such 
existing necessity, and above all, when they are 
not even told of any such necessity, they will at 
least bear such impositions with impatience. 
Besides casting this large number of men for sup- 
port upon the public charge, it takes just exactly 


so many men from the productive power of the | 


country; and, in acorresponding degree, so much 
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e@ vote to-morrow at some hour 


| which may be named. 

Mr. PU 
ator from Mississippi desired to vote on this bill, 
| and therefore 1 was disposed to rest with the ree- 
sons which have been so well given by the Senator 
| from Georgia and the Senator from Vermont. I 
| have the utmost inclination to support any rea- 
|| sonable demand of the Administration for an ex- 
l] penditure of public money; but, sir, U think the 
|| Senate and the country ought to be admonished 
|| of the wasteful extravagance of this Government, 
-and particularly in the Army and Navy; and lL 
|| say to the honorable Senator from Vermont, that 
|| if he will bring in his bill to reduce both the Army 
} and the Navy, he shall have my vote from the 
| first proposition to the last. 
} ago since we were asked to give the Government 
$20,000,000 to carry on its ordinary expenses. 
‘The emergency was so imminent, we were told, 
that we could not resort to the ordinary form of 


GH. I supposed the honorable Sen- 


Itis hardly a month 


from the effective means of national wealth and |; a loan; we must adopt a sytem of irresponsible 


of national prosperity. But I will not enlarge on | 


this point. 


Aside from all this, Mr. President, as we have || 
already been told, and we may be emphatically || into circulation, 


told again, the American people have a hereditary 


and just jealousy of standing armies, the effect and || 
influence of which were so eloquently depicted 


the other day by the honorable Senator from 
Georgia; and that jealousy is the more awakened 
as they see your Army growing in numbers and 
strength, but surely, from time to time, and almost 


from yearto year. [tis not that nobody is alarmed | 


at a small army of five or ten thousand; it is not 
but what everybody would be opposed to a large 


army of one or two hundred thousand; but the | 


ground of alarm, of apprehension, of jealousy, is, 
that they see your small Army, to which nobody 
is opposed, rapidly advancing to your great Army 
of one or two hundred thousand, to which every- 
body to-day is professedly opposed. 

Standing armies, I need notsay in this presence, 
have proved the bane of every Republic that has 
risen or fallen, in ancient or in modern times. 


They overthrew all the earlier, as they have over- | 


thrown most of the later, Republics of the world. 
They have been the instrumentalities by which 
the grand and the petty tyrants of the Old World, 
‘* springing from the stagnant pools of despotism”’ 
for the last two thousand years—from the Ro- 
man triumvirate, which reared the throne of the 
Cesars upon ihe ruins of republican liberty there, 
to the Emperor who to-day holds in his hands the 
destinies of France, and of Europe—the instru- 
mentalities by which the despots of the earth have 
been able to sustain themselves while pressing 
with their iron heels upon the necks of the popu- 
lar and prostrate masses “f the people. 


absence of any formidable domestic disturbances 


many years past, and much more adequate than |/ beyond our present means of suppression and 


‘was buta very few years ago. I answer further, | 


defense; in the absence of any information with 


that volunteer companies can readily and effectu- || regard to any existing necessity for a permanent 


ally supply, for the time being, any deficiency or 
inadequacy in the regular military force of the | 
country. And after all, a few companies of | 
mounted rangers, | believe, with the honorable 
Senator from Texas, [Mr. Hovusron,] to be much 
better than either. 

But a more pertinent and potential answer still, 
isthis: protect the Indians against theaggressions, 
‘ie incursions, the wrongs, the injustice, the vio- 
lenee of the whites, and you will have no occa- | 
sion for any military force, either regular or vol- | 
vnteer, to protect the whites against the Indians. | 

presume it is safe to say that in nineteen cases | 
“ot of every twenty, these Indian wars and depre- | 
‘auons which have cost this Government such 
“normous sums of money, and which have caused | 
so much of alarm, misery, and bloodshed, have | 
been provoked by, and have had their origin in, | 
the aggressions of the whites. Puta stop to this; | 
pala stop to the aggressions of the border whites; 


Put & stop to the injustice, the frauds, the wrongs, | 
and the robberies of your white Government || 


‘gents, and we shall hear very little more of In- | 
‘an Invasions and of Indian barbarities. 
he sum of the whole argument against the 
Proposed increase of the military establishment | 
of the country is this: that we are not advised of 
“ny eXisting necessity for it; and we are unable | 


‘0 conceive of any such necessity. We are at |, 


peace with a!l nations; and whatever domestic | 
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enlargement of the military foree of the country; 


and in the presence of a general and crushing de- || 
pression in all the departments of industry; in the || 


presence of impending national bankruptcy; and 


|in the presence of the popular distrust of large 


and increasing standing armies in times of peace, 
I shall certainly best discharge my duty to the 
convictions of my own judgment, and to what I 


try, by voting against this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Biees.) 
The question before the Senate is on the motion of 
the Senator from Georgia, to strike out the first 
section of the bill. 


Mr. DAVIS. A number of gentlemen who, I | 


believe, are friendly to the main purpose of the 


bill, and on whose votes I have relied against | 


striking out this section, have left the Senate, not 
expecting that the vote would be taken togday; 
and, therefore, I very much prefer that the debate 
shall be closed if the Senate think proper, and 
that the vote shall be taken at some hour, which 
shall be named, to-morrow. 


'| o’clock, to-morrow. 


Mr. SEWARD and Mr. TOOMBS. Say two 
o’clock. 








I will say three | 





paper money, with no provision for its redemp- 
tion. As much of it as could be pressed into cir- 
culation in every conceivable manner, has gone 


We have made no attempt to 


! provide for its payment; and, I declare for one, I 
see no manner in which we can support this in- 
crease of our expenditures, unless we go on issu- 
ing paper money time and again, without any 
reasonable means provided for its redemption. 


Now, sir, | am not sufficiently acquainted with 


| the condition of the defenses of the country to say 
whether this force may be necessary to subdue an 
| alleged insurrection in the Territory of Utah; but 
| | think it is due to the Senate and due to the coun- 
try, in these circumstances, that that necessity 
should be demonstrated; and I cannot say that I 
think it has been demonstrated. Here is an Army 
| of eighteen thousand men, or which may amount 
to eighteen thousand men. Where is itemployed ? 
Is not that sufficient to subdue a few wandering 
bands of Indians, and these poor deluded creatures 
in the Territory of Utah? 


I see no necessity for the troops to remain in 


Kansas. They were called there legally, in my 
opinion, in the first instance—differing therein 
| from many other Senators—but the party which 
| was alleged then to be in opposition to the territo- 
rial government is now in possession of the gov- 
ernment under the territorial form, and it occurs to 
me that there is no further necessity for the pres- 
ence of troops there; and, in fact, | believe that 
| the wisest thing which could be done for the peace 
of the country would be to withdraw them to- 
| day—not that I apprehend the civil war which 
| Senators threaten. 
| be the result, and quiet and satisfaction there as 
| elsewhere. 

Sir, in the absence of afly foreign war; in the || 


| apprehend civil peace will 


My inclination, Mr. President, has been to vote 


'| for this bill if the first section of it were stricken 
out; to vote for an increase of the rank and file of 
| the Army, not an increase of officers with large 
|| salaries; and that rather from my general confi- 
|| dence in the Administration, than because 1 am 
satisfied there is a necessity even for that, 


For these reasons, I shall vote for the motion 


|| of the Senator from Georgia, to strike out the first 
|| section; and if that section be not stricken out, 
I shall be compelled to vote against the bill; with 
the further proviso, that I think this increase ought 
, to be limited to the period of two years. 

conceive to be the public sentiment of the coun- || 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Ido not desire to enter into 


any debate on the merits of the bill, but as it will 
| be impossible for me to give it my vote, | wish to 
| state in a very few words the reasons that control 
me in my action. 


I cannot for the life of me discover, either from 


the arguments which have been addressed to us 
y the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs or by the executive communica- 
tions, whether emanating from the Chief Magis- 
trate or the Secretary of War, for what purpose 
& permanent increase of the Army is wanted, I 
have looked again and again into those commu- 
| nications for the purpose of satisfying my judg- 
ment on the subject; but I have looked in vain. L 
sent this morning for the estimates put on our 
|| table, at the beginning of the session, for the War 
Department, and [ have looked into the report of 


Mr. DAVIS. Very well; I willsay two o'clock, || the Secretary of War first published with the ac- 
to-morrow. The debate may as well goon to-day |, companying documents this morning. I find the 


on this and any other wasnieaioe gentlemen may | 


/expenditures of the Government for the Army 


wish to offer, so that itmay be entirely practicable || proper, calculated during the present year in those 










































Pa 


Cie 


— 
Tap iia A th iene IES 


ends cae lene 


ae eee eee ed 


I EEE =. PER 
th eg A a Bali te. 


EMME TS TN Taek 


ee 


SAD 


x 


eat at Ag Pit hd agate mee Blain SI ae 8 


Mnoghy 


Toner 


n 


Pe ee ne eee 


A 


ener Dee re oe oe 


A tiny 
Tem dideeied teat hasntee at. 


Lae 


x 


er Dye tio S the MAA ae Ny a 









~ite Z. 

















cm 


ee 








a 







ee 


me ¥ 


Ae ed 


634 


estimates of expenses at something like fifteen 
million dollars, ‘The entire appropriation required 
by the Department of Warexceeds twenty million 
doliars, but the estimate put down for the Army 
proper isabout fifteen million dollars. Then look- 
ing into the report of the Secretary of War, I find 
that the average amount of the public forces is 
fifteen thousand men. So that by combining these 
two statements we find the annual expenditure 
foreach man in our Army now amounts to $1,000. 
The proposition is to increase the Army seven 
thousand men; that is, to add to the permanent 
regular expenditure of the Government 97 ,0U0,000 
perannum for alltime tocome. Itis not proposed 
that this additional force should be raised at the 
moment for any emergen y, upon the cessation of 
which the Army is to be again reduced; but on | 
the contrary we are told that it is to bea perma- 
nent increase of our regular force. 

Now, sir, taking this estimate to which I have 
jast referred—and we all know that the expendi- 
tures of our Army are annually increasing per 
man instead of decreasing —$7,000,000, at the rate 
at which this Government can borrow money, Is 
equivalent to a capital, at the very lowest, of 
$140,000,000. At five per cent., and we can bor- 
row money cheaper than that, it is equivalent to 
an expenditure outright of $140,000,000, for by 
agreeing to pay $7,000,000 per annum, we can at 
this moment put $140,000,000 into the Treasury. 

The proposition to Congress, then, is nothing 
more nor less than the expenditure of a capital of 
$140,000,000. Ll can view it in no other hght. l 
say, sir, that I have looked carefully this morn- 
ine into the report of the Se cretary of War, and I 
find nothing in it to justify this increase of force. 
He refers to some possible difficulties in Utah. I 
will say, as other gentlemen have said who have 
given (heir views against the expediency of in- 
creasing the Army, that if for the temporary 
emergency some additional force be now required, 
and we are told so by the Executive Department, 
I am willing to vote it; but l am not willing to 
vote one dollar towards a permanent increase of 
the Army, neither by companies, nor by regi- 
ments, nor by single soldiers. 

We have now fifteen thousand men in the field. 
Against whom are they employed? The honor- 
able Senator from Vermont has told us this morn- 
ing, and told us truly, we have no foreign enemy 
to repel. As to our frontiers, the Senator from 
Georgia has told the Senate in language which | 
none of us can forget, that the present condition 
of the Indians on the frontiers bear no compar- 
ison with that which existed some years ago, when 
the combination of the western tribes enabled 
them to fieht pitched battles against the Govern- 
ment. A few miserable wandering savages upon 
the frontiers perfectly within our pewer to keep 
in check by a few companies of mounted rangers, 
and for that purpose we are to add $7,000,000 per | 
annum to the permanentexpenditures of the Gov- 
ernment 

i must have some other reasons offered to me 
to control my judgment before I can agree to this | 
bil. Disposed as Lam to support every legiti- 
mate measure of the Administration, disposed as 
Lam to give ita cordial and even generous sup- 
port, Il cannot vote for sucha recommendation as | 
this. I will not repeat the reasons given by other 
gentlemen, but the fiscal reason alone would be 
sufficient to satisfy my judgment and control my | 
vote, if my jutigment were not already convinced 


ow ee 


by the arguments of the Senators from Georgia | 


and Vermont. I shall vote against the whole bill. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, while the Sen- 
ator from Georgia [Mr. ‘Toomss} was address- 
ing the Senate the other day, | remarked, in an 
undertone, and I saw that it was incorporated into 
what he snid, that the expenses of the Army per 
man for the past year were equal to $1,500. The 
Senator from Louisiana now states that, taking 
the number composing the Army at fifteen thou- | 
sand, and such | understood to be the number from | 
the chairman of the Military Committee, and di- 
viding fifteen millions by that number, it willmake | 
$1,000 per man. The amount is sixteen millions, 
which would be a little more than $1,000 per man. | 
What the Senator states is true; but is it not | 
equally true that we have before us appropriations 
ot aboutsix millions asked for for legitimate Army | 
purposes for the past year, outside of fortifica- | 


Army, and if they are to be located in the very | department embraces all the Atlanti 
position now oceupied by your Army, will not || the Gulf of Mexico to Maine—the 
that same state of things exist, demanding of us || eight hundred men and officers, an ampl 


tions? You may tell me that itis for an extraor- || 











a like appropriation to supply the deficiency for 
another year. I say, then, by every just rule in | 
the world in ascertaining what is the amount of | 
expenditure for the Army proper for the past year, , 
you should take into the account the appropria- | 
tion of about six millions which is now asked of | 
us to supply deficiencies. ‘Take, then, these two | 
sums together, and what dothey amount to? Fif- | 
teen millions and six millions are twenty-one mil- | 
lions. Divide that sum by fifteen thousand, and 
you have to a dollar—excluding the odd dollars 
in the millions— $1,400 to a cent, and I insist that | 
that sum, and not $1,000, is the amount which is | 
to be set down legitimately as the expense of your | 
Army for the past year, and it is an alarming ex- | 
ense. 
Mr. President, it was my purpose at one period 
of time to address the Senate on this question, but | 
other Senators have anticipated me in what I pro- | 
posed to say. I shall, therefore, content myself | 
with voting upon reasons which have been given 
by others. I wish, however, to state one sug- 
gestion which occurs to me as worthy of remark, 
and which has not been stated to the Senate. | 
These troops, if they are to be used at all, if I 
understand the state of things existing, are to be 
used for the same purposes, and in the same way, 
that our Army is now employed. The war- 
making power, inallits ramifications, is delegated | 
expressly in the Constitution to Congress. Are 
we to have warin Utah? I hold that that is a 
question for us to determine; and while [ have a 
seat here, I will not vote a dollar ora man to sup- | 
port executive wars anywhere. If there is to de | 
a war, if there are to be forces used in Utah, Lin- 
sist that it is a question for us first to settle, and | 
to determine the mode and manner in which they | 
are to be used. I concur in what fell from the 
Senator from Vermont. I would withdraw our 
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troops from there; I would send no additional 
forces there; because, in my judgment, it is not 
the best and mé@st appropriate way to effect the 
object desired. 

Now, sir, step by step you witness the aggres- 
sions of the executive power. I speak in no party 
sense; | speak in no sectional sense; | bring into | 
the discussion nothing of local questions; but, 
basing it upon principle, upon principle alone, I | 
would not vote a single man to send into that Ter- | 
ritory until we have determined, ourselves, in a 
preliminary manner, the necessity that shall exist 
for sending them there. I would not vote to in- | 
crease the Army a single man for ordinary pur- 
poses; but, as other Senators have said, I will vote 
now, I will vote this minute, to reduce it to ten 
thousand men, and pe in my judgment, 
is more than ample fof all purposes. 

Look at the manner in which the Army has 
been always increased. Look at your debates 
when youcreated your dragoons. What were the 
purposes for which they were raised? To sup- 
press Indian hosulities, or to keep the Indians tn | 
check; to protect the frontier settlements. What 
have they done? Sir, I stand here and | challenge 
contradiction: not a single thing have they done 
since they were created, except, on one occasion, 
to murder a few poor squaws and little children. | 

Mr. DAVIS. What occasion does the Senator 
allude to? 

Mr. HAMLIN. The name of the point at | 
which it took place has escaped me; but the Sen- | 
ator from Texas alluded to ita few days ago, and | 
perhaps he will recollect it. | 

Mr. DAVIS. Itisthe same, isit? Iam ready 
for that. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I say that is the only exploit 
which has signalized that arm of our military 
forces. ‘There is always an emergency, in the 
minds of some men; and for this purpose, or that 
purpose, an army may be increased toan indefinite | 
amount. If I can be satisfied, on investigation, | 
that it is wisest and best, and that it shall be neces- 


Territory of Utah, lam willing to vote those men; 
but Lam unwilling to vote them for the ordinary 
purposes of the Government. Tlow many troops 
on all the Atlantic coast are now stationed in your 
forts and fortifications? If lam wreng, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs will cor- | 
rect me; but I think in whatis called the eastern de- | 


dinary state of things. Grantit; but addto your |! partment—and,if I am not mistaken, the eastern 
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and that number I think is ample for 
equal distance of our coasts or our fronti 
ever that may be. 

I simply rose for the purpose of saying this, Ido 
not wish to be put ina position of refusing to Vot 
troops that are actually necessary for any athe 
gency; but I insist that thatemergency is a oa 
tion which is to be determined by ourselyes Be. 
fore we raise them for that emergency we ought 
to have all the facts, all the information that will 
lead to an enlightened vote on the subject, For 
ordinary purposes we are entitled to the s 
sources of information and to the same informa. 
tion in fact. We have neither investigated in the 
one case, nor have we had the information jn the 
other. But, believing as I do, that for peace pur. 
poses, for the purpose of keeping a skeleton arm 
according to the whole policy of the country, the 
present force is sufficient, I will vote to strike oy: 
the first section of this bill; and then I shall cheer. 
fully vote against the bill, if it shall be so stricken 
out. 

Mr. WILSON. Asa member of the commit. 
tee 

Several Senarors. Let us adjourn. 

Mr. SEWARD. If no person desires to speak 
but the Senator from Massachusetts, | move that 
the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, February 9, 1858. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. J. J. Murray, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, aid 
before the House a communication from the De- 


| partment of the Interior, transmitting for the ac- 





tion of Congress, contemplated by the eighth sec- 
tion of the act of July 22, 1854, the transcripts of 
thirteen private land claims in New Mexico, de- 
signed for the House of Representatives, as indi- 
cated in the letter of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, of the 2lstof November last, 
a copy of which was also inclosed. 

The communication, together with the letter of 
the Commissioner and the accompanying docu- 
ments, were referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED. 


Mr. CURTIS, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the following resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of lowa; which were referred as indi- 
cated below: 

Joint resolutions of the Legislature of Iowa, for 
additional mail service in lowa; to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Preamble and joint resolution of instructions 
concerning the admission of Kansas into the 
Union under the Lecompton constitution; to the 
select committee ordered yesterday, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Joint resolution to procure additional mail fa- 
cilities; to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. ; 

Joint resolution to the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States, asking for 
bounty land warrants for the volunteers on the 
Spirit Lake expedition; to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Memorial and joint resolution asking Congress 
to appropriate a sum sufficient to the State of lows 
to indemnify the said State for all necessary ¢X- 
penses incurred in an expedition raised under the 
authority of the Governor of the State of lows 
tg relieve the settlements of Spirit Lake, in March 


| A. D. 1857; to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
sary, to send an adequate military force into the || 


and ordered to be printed. ; 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, by unanimous 
consent, presented the resolutions of the Legis: 
ture of the State of Georgia, relative to cer'ail 
Indian reserves in the State of Mississipp\; which 
were referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I ask, in this connec- 
tion, that the papers connected with this same sub- 





158 


ject, no 
‘and rete 
The) 
rules. 
Mr. 
sent of 


have re 
this sul 
on Ind 
merely 

Noc 

Mr. ! 
he refe 
of 1817 
yrovis! 


which 


’ fe rred 


Mr. 
seuted 
Alabal 
asking 
he con 
be con 
and pr 
to the 
to the 
Roads 

CON 

Mr. 
inquit 
keepe 

Res 
into th 
jae Ik 
power! 
aon wl 

prnte 

Res 
clerk é 
M: 
que s| 
M 
Tl 
rev 

E M 

be di 

arate 

M 

TI 
the | 

M 
drav 
alloy 
hear 
keer 
to el 
char 


tos 
an | 


for 
the 


poi 
gia 
gin 

’ 
cis 


ref 
wi 
ga’ 
the 





Ast from 
re about 
numiber, 
NY othe r 
'S, Where 


his. Ido 
'S 60 Vote 
1Y emer. 
S & ques. 
ves. Be. 
re Ought 
that wil! 
Ct. For 
he Same 
Informa. 
ed in the 
Nn in the 
‘ace pur. 
onarmy 
try, the 
trike out 
Il cheer. 
Stricken 


commit- 


tO speak 
Ove that 


- Senate 
ES. 


Prayer 


proved, 


ent, laid 
the De- 
* the ac- 
hth sec- 
sripts of 
ico, de- 
as indi- 
r of the 
ber last, 


letter of 
g docu- 


‘Private 


ERRED. 
nt, pre- 
rislature 
as indi- 


owa, for 
yommit- 
and or- 


ructions 
nto the 
3; to the 
ordered 


mail fa- 
fice and 


ouse of 
king for 
on the 
on Pub- 


ongress 
of lowa 
ary eX- 
nder the 
of Iowa 
March 
Affairs, 


nimous 
Legis- 
certain 
: which 


A ffairs, 


ronnee- 
me sub- 


‘ frred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


1858. 






iect, now on the files of the House, be withdrawn | SP vat th 
and referred to the Same committee, || report is in order, the gentleman from Virginia 
“The SPEAKER. Thatcan be done under the |! stating that it is a report from the committee. 
ules. ; '| From this decision the gentleman from Georgia | 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask the unanimous con- || appeals. ; 
a nt of the House, in this same connection, to | "Mr. STANTON. [ask for the reading of the | 
have referred to the same committee the bill upon || resolution under which the committee was ap- 
this subject Which was reported by the Committee || pointed. 
on Indian Affairs during the last Congress. [|| The SPEAKER. The resolution is not at the | 
vorely desire to get it before the committee. || Clerk’s desk, but it directed an inquiry into the | 
No objection being made, |} accounts and official conduct of the late Door- 
Mr. CLINGMAN introduced the bill to which || keeper. | 
he referred, being ** A bill to execute the treaties || Mr. STANTON. Was there a clause in the | 
of 1817 and 1819 with the Cherokees, by making || resolution authorizing the committee to report at 
ovision for the reservations under the same;”’ || any time? 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 


me 


Mr. SEWARD. They were authorized to re- 

Mr. DOWDELL, by unanimous consent, pre- || port at any time in regard to the matters referred 
seyted the joint memorial of the Legislature of || to them. Now I care nothing about this inves- 
Alabama to the Congress of the United States, |! tig 
asking that the city of Montgomery, in said State, '| this House by committees assuming jurisdiction 
ie constituted a port of entry, and that a building | 
be constructed for a custom-house, court-house, | 
and post office; which was referred, the first part | 
to the Committee on Commerce, and the last part | 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


CONDUCT, ETC., OF LATE DOORKEEPER. 


Mr. JENKINS, from the select committee tu 
inquire into the accounts, &c., of the late Door- 
keeper, reported the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed to inquire 
into the accounts and official conduct ot Mr. Darling, the 
jaie Doorkeeper of the House, be also authorized and em- 
powered to inquire into the misappropriation, by any per- 
son whatsoever, of any books, or other public documents, 
painted by the order of either or both Houses of Congress. 

Resolved, That the committee be authorized to employ a 
clerk at the usual compensation. 


Mr. JENKINS. I ask for a division of the 
juestion, and move the previous question. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object to the last resolution. 

The SPEAKER. A single objection will not 
prevent its reception. 

Mr LOVEJOY. Lask that the resolutions may | 





over matters which have never been referred to 
them. Butas I have not as much confidence in | 
my own judgment as in that of the Speaker, I 


Mr. JENKINS. 
lution under which the committee was appointed, 
and I ask that it be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


*¢ Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed 





duct of the late Doorkeeper of the House, with power to 
send for persons and papers, and to report at any time.”? 


Mr. KELSEY called for tellers on seconding the 
previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kesey and 
AVERY were appointed. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. If the gentleman 
from Virginia will allow an amendment to be of- 
fered extending the investigation to the conduct of 
the present Doorkeeper, there will be no objection 
to the previous question. 

Mr. JENKINS. The gentleman will see from 
the terms of the resolution, that it covers the mis- 
application of public documents by any person. 
be divided so as to take the vote upon each sep- || If an investigation be necessary into the conduct 
arately. of any other officer of the House, another com- 

Mr. KELSEY. Is an amendment in order? ] mittee ought to be appointed. I do not think that 

The SPEAKER. Not pending a demand for || our committee ought to be required to perform all 
the previous question. the service of this kind. 

Mr. KELSEY. I hope the gentleman will with- || The House then divided; and the tellers reported 
draw the demand for the previous question and || —ayes 80, noes 96. 
allow this whole thing to be investigated. Ihave || So the previous question was not seconded. 
heard as many rumors about the present Door- | Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I now offer the 
keéperas I have heard about the last; and [ desire || following amendment, and demand the previous 
to empower the committee also to investigate the || question: 
charges in relation to him. Add at the end of the first resolution as follows : 

Mr. BURNETT. I call the gentleman to order. And that said committee be authorized and directed to 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let us hear the resolutions || investigate any charges affecting the official conduct of the 





read present Doorkeeper of the House. 
Mr. JENKINS. The resolutionsexplain them- | Mr. KELSEY. That meets my views. 
selves, || Mr.SEWARD. Lask the gentleman to with- | 


The resolutions were again read. 

Mr. SEWARD. I cannot see that that is a 
report from the committee. It simply asks the || 
House to authorize the committee to select aclerk || it 
forthemselves, and toextend the scope and author- | 
ity given tothem, They ask to be clothed with || 
hew powers. Thatis nota reporton the matters 
pp to them, and therefore I raise the point | 
of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, I am not a 
member of this select committee, but it seems to 
me to be a natural inference to be drawn from the 
presentation of this report, that the committee, 
from their investigation as far as it has gone, see 
& hecessity for an enlargement of their powers. 
lf they did not see such necessity we are bound 
to suppose that they would not have thus sought 
an enlargement of their authority. I shall there- 
fore vote for the resolution. 

Mr. JENKINS. I insist on the demand for 
the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must overrule the 
polutof order made by the gentleman from Geor- 
gia, (Mr. Sewarp.] The gentleman from Vir- 
s\ula presents this as a report from the committee. 

_Mr. SEWAKD. I shall appeal from the de- 
cision of the Chair, on the ground that this is not 
4 report from the committee on the subject-matter | 
referred to them. They are asking to be clothed 
With new powers and to be permitted to investi- | 


me matters that have never been intrusted to | 
lem. 


|| draw the demand for the previous question for a 
moment; I will renew it. 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. [ cannot withdraw 


withdraw the demand for the previous question or 
else move an additional amendment to the reso- 
lution as reported by the committee. The res- 
olution speaks of the misapplication of books by 
any one. I suppose the inquiry ought to be con- 
fined to members or officers of the House. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. lask a division of the 
question on the resolutions. I desire to vote to 
enlarge the scope of the investigation; but I do 
not desire to authorize the committee to employ 
a clerk, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia called for a division of the question tefore 
the previous question was seconded. The vote 
will, therefore, be taken separately upon the res- 
olutions. , 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the first resolu- 
tion as amended. 

Mr. HUGHES called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am opposed to all these 
investigations, unless charges are made on the 
responsibility of some member of the House. I 
move to lay the whole subject on the table. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair hoids that the The motion was not agreed to. 


i] 
| 


The SPEAKER, There was. l| 


'! tigation. My sole object is to prevent abuses in | 
| 
} 


by the Speaker to inquire into the accounts and official con- | 


‘Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will | 
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The first resolution,as amended, was adopted, 
| ‘The question was then on the adoption of the 
| second resolution; which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the committee be authorized to employ a 
; Clerk at the usual compensation. 


| Mr. HUGHES. .lask the unanimous consent 
| of the House to make an explanation. 

Mr. KELSEY. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Task for the yeas 
and nays on the adoption of the resolution, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 83, 
noes 72. 

Mr. MORGAN. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 


| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, asked forthe yeas 


| and nays. é 


| TheSPEAKER. The House has just refused 
| to order the yeas and nays. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, the 
| Constitution provides that one fifth of the mem- 
| bers may have the vote entered upon the Journal, 


|| and I think that if the House, at one stage of a 
withdraw the appeal. ae refuses to order the yeas and nays, it 
I hold in my hand the reso- | : 


oes not debar itself from exercising that privilege 
|| at another stage. 
The SPEAKER. The question is at the same 
| Stage now thatit was when the yeas and nays were 
|| refused. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. But, sir, we have 
|| dividedon it. And although it ig. the same ques- 
tion I know, my own opinion is*that after the 
vote has been taken and announced, we bave the 
constitutional right to move that that vote be en- 
; tered upon the Journal. ‘That, | think, is the 
constitutional provision. 

The SPEAKER. One fifth of the members 
have the right under the Constitution to order the 
yeas and nays, and to have them entered upon the 
Journal; but the rules of the House prescribe the 
particular mode in which that constitutional right 
| 18 to be exercised. The gentleman claimed that 
rights but on his demand one fifth of the House 
did not vote to order the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It may be that 
| at this time one fifth of the members desire to 
| order the yeas and nays. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the yeas and nays 

| will be ordered by unanimous consent. 

| Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I move that the 

| second resolution be laid upon the table. 

|* Mr. FLORENCE. 1 demand the yeas and 

| nays. 

|| The veas and nays were ordered. 

| Mr. HUGHES. ILask leave of the House to 

| be allowed to explain the reasons for this resolu- 

/ tion. Lam chairman of this tommittee, and it is 

| a courtesy not often denied to the chairman of 

/any committee to state to the House the reasons 
upon which a report is based. 

|| Mr. LOVEJOY. Ilobject. The reason why 

|| they want a clerk is to give employment to some- 

|| body. 

|| Mr. HUGHES. That is not true. There is 
work to be done. The gentleman does not un- 

| derstand the matter. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will not the effect of the 
motion to lay a part of the resolution upon the 
| table be to lay the whole subject there? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The first resolution was 
adopted, as amended. That has been disposed of. 

Mr. JENKINS. [trust the House will indulge 
me with one word of explanation. I will be brief. 

Mr. COLFAX. As the gentleman called for 
| the previous question to prevent amendments, I 
must object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Has not the gentleman from 
| Virginia the right, having made this report from 

a committee, to explain it or make a a after 
the previous question has been ordered? I think 
he has that right under the rules of the House. 

Mr. PALMER. There has been a response 
/ on the call of the roll, and the gentleman from 
|| Virginia has no right under the rule to interrupt 
|| the call with a speech. ; , 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Clerk informs the Chair 

that there has been a response, and it is therefore 

|| too late for the gentleman from Virginia to claim 
|| his right to speak. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
Mr. PALMER. 














I appeal to the Chair-—— 
linsist on my point of order. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman can insist 
only as far as his right goes. [ makea point of 
order, and it is this: does the fact that the Clerk 
has called a name, and that there has been a re- 
sponse, deprive the gentleman from Virginia of 
hisright under the rules to address the House after 
the previous question has been ordered? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
eva of order raised by the gentleman from Ala- 
mama. If the gentleman from Virginia had desired 
to avail himself of his privilege before there was 
a response, he would have been entitled to it, if 
he had not been cut off by the motion to lay upon 
the table. i 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 93, nays 114; as foilows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Biair, Bliss, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burroughs, Campbell, 
Case, Ezra Clark, Clawsou, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Burton Craige, Curtis, 
Darrell, Davis of [udiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis 
of lowa, Dean, Dodd, Durfee, Farnsworth, Fenton, Fos- 
ter, Giddings, Gilman, Gilmer, Granger, Lawrence W. 
Hali, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hoard, Horton, Howard, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kilgore, Knapp, John 
C. Kunkel, Lawrence, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey 
Marshall, Maynard, Moutgomery, Morgan, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Palmer, Peuit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, 
Ready, Ricaud, Robbins, Royer, Scales, Seward, John 
Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Sickles, Samuel A. Siith, 
Spinner, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, 
‘Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Wal 
ton, Cadwalader C. Wastburn, Ellinu B. Washburne, 
Wilson, Wood, and John V. Wright—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain. Ahi, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, 
Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, 
Caskie, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clay, 
Clemens eChogman, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, 
Cox, Janes Craig, Crawtord, Curry, Davidson, Dick, Dim 
mick, Dowdell, Edmundson, Buiott, English, Eustis, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gooch, 
Goode, Goodwin, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Grow, 
Haskin, Hawkins, Hickman, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, J. Glaney Jones, Owen 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kelsey, Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, 
Maclay, McQueen, Samue! 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles, 
Miller, Millson, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Parker, 


Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Purviance, 
Quitinan, Reagan, Ritchie, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, 
Savage, Scott, Searing, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, 


Shorter, Kobert Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, Stan- 
ton, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, George Tay- 
lor, Miles ‘Taylor, Warren, Israel Washburn, Watkins, 
White, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, Au- 
gustus R. Wright, and Zollicotfer—114. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
the table. ’ 

The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the resolution. 

Tellers had been ordered; and Messrs. Keisey 
and Avery were uppointed. - 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his call for tellers. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. JENKINS moved to reconsider the votes 
by which the resolutions were adopted, and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
EXPENSES OFINVESTIGATINGCOMMITTEES. 

Mr. STANTON. I ask leave to introduce a 
joint resolution for reference. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Lask the unan- 
imous consent of the Llouse for leave to introduce 
a bill for reference. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
business. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I hope the gentleman will 
not object to a resolution for reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PHELPS. lI call for the regular order of 
business; but I do not mean to object to the intro- 
duction of a resolution for reference. 

Mr. STANTON. Then 1 ask leave to intro- 
duce a joint resolution making appropriations for 
the expenses of investigating committees. The 
Clerk of the House informs me that such an ap- 
propriation is wanted, The amount of the appro- 
priation is $5,000. I move thatit be referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. LETCHER. Let me make a suggestion 
at this point, before the resolution goes to the 
Commitiee of Ways and Means. I would sug- 
gest thatthe chairmen of these investigating com- 
mittees send to that committee some statement 
showing what are their current expenses, so that 
we may be informed when we come to act upon 
the subject. 

Mr. SEWARD. I should like to make another 
suggestion. I wish the chairmen of the commit- 


. 


‘THE CONGR 


I call for the regular order of | 


| tees of investigation would also inform the Com- 1 and the King of Denmark, of the Nth of A 


mittee of Ways and Means how many hours of 
the day and how many days of the week their 
clerks are employed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 


* stand that the appropriation is for clerks; but for || 


witnesses. 
Mr. SEWARD. It is for the expenses of 
special committees. I want to know how many 
hours these clerks areemployed. I think, so far 
as I have seen, that very little work is done by 
any of them. 

Mr. LETCHER. Nevertheless my friend from 
Georgia understands that they have to be paid. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think we had better dis- 
charge them. 

| The joint resolution was then read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a bill, 
that it may be referred to the special committee 
on the Pacific railroad. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ular order of business ? 

The SPEAKER. The call of committees for 
reports. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ular order. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee to give way that I may in- 
troduce this bill, and have it referred to the select 
committee onthe Pacific railroad. It was sentto 


What is the reg- 


I call for the reg- 


me; | have not examined it, and do not know | 


whether it meets my approbation; but I desire to 
have it referred. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ular order. 

The SPEAKER commenced the call of the com- 
mittees for reports, commencing with the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Task the gentleman from 

| Tennessee to allow the resolution, which I have 
sent to the Clerk’s desk, to be read and referred to 
the Committee ofi the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 


nessee objects. 
| CLERK TO A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the select committee on 
the Pacific railroad, reported the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the select committee, to which was re- 
ferred so much of the President’s message as relates to a 
railroad to the Pacific ocean, is hereby authorized to employ 
a clerk at the usual rate of compensation. 

Mr. PHELPS. Ata meeting of the committee 
I was directed to report that resolution; and really 
I think the services of a clerk will be necessary 
to aid the committee in its investigation. 
the previous quesuon upon the adoption of the 
resolution, 
| Mr. SEWARD. [ask the gentleman to with- 
| draw that, and allow me to amend that resolution. 
Mr. PHELPS. No, sir. 


I call for the reg- 


the table. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
compensation ? 
Mr. PHELPS. Four dollars per day. 
Mr. STANTON, Do the committee intend to 
take testimony? 
Mr. PHELPS. No, sir. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. On behalf of the 
minority of that committee, I wish to say that 
there is no necessity for a clerk. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 


to lay the resolution on the table. 
The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Georgia 
| has already made that motion. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, called for tellers 
upon the motion. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smirn of 
|| Tennessee, and Dean were appointed. 
| ‘The question wastaken;and the tellers reported 
| —ayes 87, noes 42. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 
THE SOUND DUES. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES, from the Commit- 
| tee of Ways and Means, reported a bill to en- 
' able the President of the United States to fulfill 

the stipulations contained in the third and sixth 
| articles of the treaty between the United States 


| 
j 
| 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I move | 


Mr. SEWARD. Then I move to lay it upon | 


Wohatis the usual | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If itis not, I move | 








pril, 
dues; 
ferred 
Of the 


| 1857, for the discontinuance of the sound 
|| which was read a first and second time, re 
|| to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| Union, and ordered to be printed. 


i E. K. KENT. 


| On motion of Mr. HOWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of L 
| K. Kent, asking for compensation for his invention used at 
the Mints and assay offices, and that the same be refi i 
to the Committee on Patents. —_ 


|| Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, from the Com. 
|| mittee of Claims, reported back, with a recom. 
|| mendation thatit do pass, Court of Claims bill (No 

|| 65) for the relief of Benjamin L. McAtee and J. 


1 M’ATEE AND EASTHAM. 


|| N. Eastham, of Louisville, Kentucky; which was 
|| referred to a Committee of the Whole House 
|| and, with the accompanying reports, ordered to 
‘| be printed. 
| ADVERSE REPORTS. 
| Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, from the same 
|| committee, made adverse reports in the following 
|, cases: , 
|| On the petition of Addison Farnesworth, asking 
|| to be remunerated for property lost in the Mexi- 
can war; 
On the memorial of William B. Barry; and 
On the petition of Ephraim Shackley. 
|| The adverse reports were laid upon the table, 
| and ordered to be printed. 


MAJOR H. L. KENDRICKS. 
‘| Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, from the same 


|, committee, reported a bill for the relief of Brevet 
| Major H. L. Kendricks; which was read a first 
} and second time, referred to a committee of the 

| Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 


|| port, ordered to be printed. 
COMMITTEE DISCHARGED. 


| On motionof Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, 

| the Committee on Commerce was discharged from 
| the further consideration of sundry petitions and 

|; memorials; which were laid upon the table. 

‘| 

| PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT KEOKUK. 

|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, from the Com- 

|| mittee on Commerce, reported back, with a rec- 

|| ommendation that they do not pass, the following 

'| bills; which were laid upon the table, and the re- 
ports ordered to be printed: 

|| H.R. No. 155. A bill to provide for the erec- 

| tion of a marine hospital in the city of Keokuk. 

| H.R. No. 156. A bill to provide for the con- 

| struction of a custom-house and post office build- 
ing at the city of Keokuk. 


| STEAMBOAT PASSENGERS. 


| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
| State to the House, that the bill known as the 

steamboat bill was postponed until to-morrow. 
| The substitute for that bill which has been agreed 

upon, and the report, have been printed, and gen- 

tlemen can find them in the document room. | 
_ hope any gentleman who is interested in the sub- 
|, ject will get those documents and examine them, 
|| as I shall endeavor to call the bill up to-morrow 
|| and have it passed, if possible. 


JOHN B. BAYLISS. 
i 


| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, from the Committee 

‘| on Commerce, made an adverse report on the pe- 

|| tition of John B. Bayiiss; which was laid upon 
_ the table, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dit- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of the 
heirs of John N. McIntosh, asking compensation for office 
| rent and so forth, and that the same be referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Claims. 


1 J. W. SULLIVAN. 
| 


Mr. ENGLISH, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, made an adverse re- 
| port on the petition of J. W. Sullivan, asking 
|, compensation for losses sustained in consequence 
| 


i} 
| JOHN N. M INTOSH. 


| of the failure of the mails; which was laid upo” 
_ the table, and ordered to be printed. 


| HARRIS AND MORGAN. 


Mr. ENGLISH, from the Committee on the Post 


1858 


Office 4 
guthor! 


adjust { 


ciples ( 
first an 
tne W I 
to be p 


Mr 
on the 
for the 
a first ¢ 
the W 
to be F 


Mr. 
trict O 
e 
Corpo 
jumbi 
constr 
read @ 
mittee 
and, " 


Mr 
mitte 
to pre 
Nye, 
Stews 
referr 
with 


Mi 
mite 
or th 
was 
Com 
unan 


port 


M 
itar’ 
relic 
read 
mitt 
ord 


mit 
(Ne 
Sta 
to | 
tert 


obj 
me 


sar 
line 
ant 
ati 
ne 


ins 


of 
ha 
Bik 
th 





ary 9, 


of April, 
nd dues; 
referred 
ite Of the 


Ans be dis. 
1U0n of E, 
on used at 
referred 


he Com.’ 
L recom. 
bill (No, 
€ and J, 
hich Was 

Ouse, 
dered to 


the same 
ollowing 


ly asking 
e Mexi- 


; and 


he table, 


the same 
f Brevet 
ad a first 
e of the 
lying re- 


‘Illinois, 
zed from 
ions and 
dle. 


c. 
he Com- 
th a rec- 


ollowing 
d the re- 


he erec- 
eokuk, 

he con- 
ce build- 


desire to 
1 as the 
norrow. 
n agreed 
and gen- 
oom. | 
the sub- 
1e them, 
morrow 


mmittee 
1 the pe- 
id upon 


i, it was 


e be dis- 
ion of the 
for office 
the Com- 


on the 
erse re- 
, asking 
equence 
id upon 


the Post 


1858. 








Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 
authorizing the Postmaster General to revise and 
adjust the accounts of Harris & Morgan on prin- | 
sinles of equity and justice; which was read a | 
grst and second time, referred to a Committee of 





ihe Whole House, and, with the report, ordered 
to be printed. 
JOHN F. CANNON. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill 
for the ré lief of John F. Cannon; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the report, ordered 
to be printed. 


REIMBURSEMENT OF MONEY. 


Mr. GOODE, from the Committee for the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to reimburse the 
(Corporation of Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
jumbia, a sum of money advanced towards the 
construction of the Little Falls bridge; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 


| 
J. W. NYE. | 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- | 
mittee for the District of Columbia, reported a bill 
to provide for the payment of the claim of J. W. 
Nye, assignee of Peter Bargy, jr., and Hugh | 
Stewart; which was read a first and second time, | 
referred to aCommittee of the Whole House, and, | 
with the report, ordered to be printed. 


MARY ETT VAN BUSKIRK. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, from the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill | 


or the relief of Mary ett Van Buskirk; which | 


was read a first and second time, referred to a) 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
unanimous report on principal, and majority re- 
port on interest, ordered to be printed. 
GENERAL CHURCHILL. 
Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| Mr. LOVEJOY. Why cannot we have alittle | 
| time to look into this matter, instead of putting | 
| the bill upon its passage in the instant? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I have no ob- 
jection. I[t will take buta moment to examine it. | 
Texas has already appointed her commissioners, 

and the sooner we pass the bill the better, 
| Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I will say a | 
| word on this subject for the satisfaction of genitle- 
| men who desire to know the facts. Some four or 
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bill, but simply to inquire whether I misunder- 
stand the Clerk’s reading of it? If 1 understand 
rightly, the bill appropriates $80,000 to defray the 
expenses of running these boundaries. I would 
ask the chairman of the committee whether any- 
thing like that amount of expense is necessary? 
It seems to me to be large. The committee, I have 
no doubt, have investigated the matter, and are 
prepared to give us the truth in regard to it. 
Mr. REAGAN. I will make a statement, and 














| five years ago, the Legislature of Texas passed a ,| then the chairman of the committee can answer, 


| joint resolution instructing the members of Con- 

| gress from that State to secure the passage of a | 

law authorizing the appointment of commission- | 
ers to define and mark the exterior boundaries 
of Texas. Subsequently, the Legislature twice 
passed a law making an appropriation and provis- 
1on far such a commission on its part, to act in con- 


if he desires. I know not how far the committee 
have investigated this matter. I have myself 
made some inquiries in reference to the expense 
of running other boundary lines; and, from the 
information given me by ghe Department in refer- 
ence to other boundary lines, I thought it proper 
to name this amount. It is, however, less in pro- 





junction with a commission to be appointed by 
| the Federal Government, to run and mark this | 
boundary line; not to change any boundaries. 

The question has become one of great interest 
to the people of Texas in this point of view: They 
are going out upon our borders and locating their 
land certificates. Doubts have arisen in the minds 
of some of our people whether they have not 
crossed over the boundary line, and located their 
certificates upon territory outside of the true 
boundary of Texas. Itis to obviate the difficulties 
originating from this want of information that this 
bill has been introduced to secure the appointment 
of a commission td run and mark the boundary, 
so that the citizens of Texas may know when 
they are in and when out of that State. 

The bill copies the boundaries from the com- 
promise bill of 1850, beginning where the one 
hundredth degree of west longitude crosses Red 
river, running with the boundary as fixed up to | 


allel, south to the thirty-second degree, and west | 


|, to the Rio Grunde. The bill,jin this respect, is | 


_acopy of the boundaries as defined in the com- | 
promise measure of 1850. There is no change | 
of boundaries proposed. The only object is to 





relief of Genexal Sylvester Churchill; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the report, 
ordered to be printed. 


TEXAS BOUNDARY LINE. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, from the Com- 
mittee on Territories, reported back House bill 
(No. 152) to authorize the President of the United 
States, in conjunction with the State of Texas, 
to run and mark the boundary line between tiie 
eres of the United States and the State of 

exas. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If there be no 
objection, 1 ask that the bill may be acted on im- 
mediately. 

The bill was read. It provides for the neces- 
sary details of running and marking the boundary 
line between the territories of the United States 
and the State of Texas, and makes an appropri- 
ation of $80,000, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, for that purpose. 

_M : Se el Is there a report accompany- 
ing the bil? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. There is no 
written report, 

Mr. MORGAN. 
of the committee ? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It is. Texas 
has appointed a commission to join such commis- 
sion as this Government may appoint to make 
this survey of a boundary line. 

Mr. MORGAN. Is the boundary marked out 
in the bill the boundary of the Texas bill ? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It is. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
® third time; and being engrossed, the bill was 
read a third time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I should like to have time 
to eXamine into this matter, and to learn whether 
this proposed line is in accordance with the treaty 
ine. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Which treaty ? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I mean the resolutions of 
annexation. 

_Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The western 
line is the Rio Grande; and the other part of the 


bill is taken from the law defining the boundaries 
of Texas. 


Is this a unanimous report | 


our citizens may know when they are in and when 
out of that State. 
There are other points of view in which this | 
| measure is important, outside of the points I have 
referred to. “These boundaries separate Texas | 
| from the Indian reservation. 


| boundaries of the reservation, separating it from | 
|| the Chickasaw and Choctaw territories, and upon | 
|| which it is proposed to locate the roving tribes of | 
|| Indians in the territory of Texas, and north of | 
Texas in the territories south of the Arkansas 
|| river. As the Government has appointed acom- 
|| mission to establish the boundaries of this Indian 
|| reservation, the western boundary of which is the 
|, eastern boundary of the northerw part of Texas, 
it is desired by the State of Texas that when this 
boundary is run the State shall participate with | 
the Federal Government in determining the line, | 
so that there may be no disputes hereafter, If 
this bill be passed before that commission has ex- 
/ecuted its work it will prevent a second running 
of that line. If that commission should go on and 
run the boundary, and then the boundary of | 
|| Texas should be defined, it will involve a double 
t| expense to the Federal Government and delay to | 
|| Texas. 
|| Itis, I will repeat, a matter of great interest to | 
| Texas to have this boundary commission ap- 
| pointed at once. It is also a matter of concern 
i 
| 





| 
| 
| 


| to the Union, because it is to define the western 
| boundary of the Indian reservation; and it is im- 
| portant in reference to our Indian affairs in that 
| region that the boundary there should be estab- 
| lished without delay. 

| It is not only important to settle, at an early 
day, these questions of boundary, but to do so 
| will be a saving of expense; for only one com- 
mission will be necessary, when otherwise two 
will be demanded. 

I hope gentlemen will consent to the passage 
of this bill. It proposes no change of boundaries. 
It is a literal copy, so far as the boundaries are 
specified, of the compromise measures of 1850. 

| Mr. LOVEJOY. It is to ascertain and mark 
|, the line between fixed termini. 

(| Mr. REAGAN. Thatisall. It is torun and 
|| mark a boundary already fixed and defined. 

| Mr. LEACH. I do uit rise to object to this 





portion to the length of the line than the amount 
appropriated for the running of other lines. I do 
not know that the whole amount will be neces- 
sary, but the importance of an early establish- 
ment of a line induced me to ask a sufficient ap+ 
propriation to secure the running of a line. 

Mr. LEACH. How long is the line? 

| Mr. REAGAN. Eight hundred miles. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will state, 
| from investigations I made upon this subject, that 
| a less amount was paid for similar services else- 
where. But only so much of this sum as will be 
necessary will be applied. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [understood the gentleman 
| from Georgia to say, in reply to the question pro- 
| pounded by the gentleman from New York, that 
this report was the unanimous report of the Com- 
| mittee on Territories. 

Mr. SPEPHENS, of Georgia. Yes, sir. 
Mr. MAYNARD. That they investigated it, 





36° 30’, west to the one hundred and third par- || and agreed in the report? 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I shall vote for it. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 


have the boundaries of Texas marked, so that || also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ANDREW LONGABOUGH. 
Mr. JEWETT, from the Committee on Invalid 


The Government || Pensions, made an adverse report in the case of 
| has already appointed a commission to run the || 


Andrew Longabough, an applicant for an invalid 
| pension; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

" DAVID MOORE. 


Mr. JEWETT, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, asked that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
David Moore for bounty land, and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

It was so ordered. 


GEORGE W. GRAVES AND OTHERS. 


Mr. JEWETT, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, asked that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
George W. Graves, Sally Walker, and Solomon 
Fitch, praying relief from the decision of the 
Commissioner of Pensions in their land bounty 
claims, and praying that the act of March 3, 1855, 
and the amended act of May 14, 1856, may be ex- 
tended to them; and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

It was so ordered. 


MARY BOYLE. 


Mr. CHAFFEE, from the Committee on Inva- 
| lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Mary 
Boyle; which was read a first and second time, 
referred toa Committee of the Whole House, and 
the report and bill ordered to be printed. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


The call of committees being finished, ’ 
The SPEAKER stated that reports were in 
| order from the State of New York, and that the 
| following resolution, offered by the gentleman 
| from New York, [Mr. Bennertt,| was pending 
| when the States were last called for resolutions: 

Resolved, That a select committee of be appointed 
| by the + peaker to take into consideration all such petitions 
| and matters relating to the construction of roads, railroads, 
and telegraph lines to the Pacific ocean, as shall be referred 
to them by the Honse. 


| And that the pending question was a motion to 
‘ 
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reconsider the vote by which the House refused 
to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. What would be 
the effect of reconsidering that vote? 

‘The SPEAKER, ‘To bring the resolution back 
to the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion before the House? 
laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. A reconsideratton would 
bring the House back to the question, ‘* Shall the 
resolution be laid on the table?’’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tenn 
in order to make that motion now? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tengessee. It would be if the 
House refused to reconsider the vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair holds that the 
motion to lay on the table could not be made 
twice while the paper is in the same legislative 
condition, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose it would 
be onadifferentday. If a motion were made yes- 
terday to lay upon the table, and it failed, and the 
subject came up to-day, though it was in the same 
legislative condition, it would be in order to move 
again to lay itupon the table. But as the matter 
of the Pacific railroad and the military road have 
been referred, one to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and the other to the select committee, 
anda bill introduced by the gentleman from New 
York, who introduced this resolution, has been 
introduced and sent to the Committee on Public 
Lands, and as the subject is now under investi- 
gation, | presume, by two standing committees 
and one select committee, there 1s no necessity 
for consuming the further time of the Hhouse with 
this matter; and therefore | move to lay the res- 
olution on the table. 

Mr. BENNETT. 
draw the resolution? 

The SPEAKER, Itcan be done by unanimous 
consent. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
withdrawn. 

‘The SPEAKER stated that resolutions were in 
order from the State of New York. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ROCHESTER. 


Mr. ANDREWS introduced the following res- 
olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of constructing or pro 


Is not the resolu- 
The resolution was not 


see. 


Is it in my power to with- 


Would it not be 


to - 


| the previous question. 


THE CONGRESS 





The motion was not agreed to. _ 

Mr. HASKIN. I ask the unanimous consent | 
of the House to explain the object of the resolu- | 
tion. | 

Mr. BARKSDALE and many others objected. | 

Mr. LETCHER. 
select committee,’’ and insert ** the Committee on 
Military A ffairs.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
as the gentleman from New York has demanded 


Mr. LETCHER. 


ment will be made. 


Well, I hope the amend- 
We shall have the whole 


_ House engaged on select committees before long. 


| 

| 

1 

|| want a clerk for this committee. 
| 
| 

| 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas | 
and nays on the adoptuon of the resolution, 

Mr. HASKIN. I will state that we shall not 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MAYNARD. | would like to know if this 
resolution contemplates theemployment ofa clerk | 
or not? 

Several MemBers. Oh, no. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmatuve—yeas 148, nays 36; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Arnold, Bennett, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Biair, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, 
Braytou, Buthinton, Burlingame, Burns, Campbell, Case, 
Caskie, Chattve, Chapman, Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, 
Clingman, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, VCol- 
fax, Comins, Corning, Covode, Cragin, James Craig, Craw- 
ford, Curtis, Damrel|, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, | 
Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Farnsworth, Faulk- | 
ner, Fenton, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gartrell, Giddings, | 


| Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goode, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, 


| burn, Eliibu B. Washburne, Israel 


viding a suitable building for the use of a custom house, || 


United States court room, and post office, in the city of 
Rochester, New York. 


HARBOR OF PULTNEYVILLE. 


Mr. MORGAN introduced a bill to improve 
the harbor of Pultneyville, New York; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


FORTIFICATIONS AT WILLETT'S POINT. 


Mr. HASKIN introduced the following reso- | ; : 
; |, made here, on which to predicate them. 


lution: 


Resolved, That a special committee, consisting of five 
members, be appointed for the purpose of investigating the 
facts aud circumstances connected with the sale and pur 
chase of a tract of land at Wilkins’s or Willett’s Point, in 
the county of Queens, in the State of New York, opposite 
Fort Schuyler, purchased by the Government for fortifica 
tion purposes during the year 1857; and that said commit 
tee be, and are hereby, authorized to send for persons and 
papers. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that 
resolution. I propose to debate it. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from New York to send that matter to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, already organized. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 proposed to de- 
bate that resolution, and it goes over. 

Mr. HASKIN. I call the previous question 
upon the passage of the resolution. I believe I 
have the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I proposed to de- 
hate the resolutions soon as it was Introduced. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the 
floor to debate it, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Immediately after 
it was read, | arose and proposed to debate the 
resolution. 


| do not wish to appear in the attitude of stifling 
| Investigation of these matters; but I think that, 


| will allow me to do so. | 


| 


Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Haskin, Hatch, Hickman, Hill, | 
Hoard, Hopkins, Howard, Hughes, Huyler, Jenkins, Kel- | 
logg, Kelly, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, La- 
mar, Lawrence, Leach, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, Maclay, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshail, Mason, May- | 
nard, Millson, Montg6mery. Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse. Murray, Nib 
lack, Nichols, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Powell, | 
Purviance, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Ricaud, Ritchie, | 
Robbins, Roberts, Rpyee, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Scales, | 
Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. 
Sherman, Shorter, Robert Smith, William Smith, Stall- 
worth, Stanton, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Tappan, | 
Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Walton, Warren, Cadwalader C. Wash- | 


Woodson, Wortendyke, and Zollicoffer—148. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ahi, Atkins, Avery. Barksdale, Bowie, 
Branch, Burnett, Clemens, Cox, Curry, Davidson, Dim- | 
mick, Dowdell, Florence, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, 
Hawkins, Houston, Jackson, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. | 
Glancy Jones, Landy, Miles, Moore, Phelps, Phillips, Sin- 
gleton, Samuel A. Smith, George Taylor, Ward, Watkins, 
White, Whiteley, and Augustus R. Wright—36. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. COX, when his name was called, said: I 
ask to be excused from voting, for this reason—I 


| 
. . . . . | 
before we raise special committees of this kind, 
we ought to have some data, some statements | 


Mr. HASKIN. I will state the reason why I 
have moved for this committee now, if the House 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
gives rise to debate it goes over. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. COX. Ihave made this statement more 
for the purpose of explaining my vote than of 
asking to be excused. I now vote *‘no.”’ 

Mr. HASKIN moved that the vote by which 
the resolution was adopted be reconsidered; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to what I suppose 
to be a privileged question. I believe the morn- | 


If the resolution 





ing hour has expired, and I move that we pro- 
ceed to the business on the Speaker’s table. There 
are some Senate bills and other matters there that 
ought to be referred. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 


tellers on the motion. 


_ Wricur of Georgia, were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New | ayes fifty, noes not counted. 


York was upon the floor. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 


i} 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Foster, and 
The call of the States for resolutions, &., was 


|, then resumed. 


IONAL GLOBE. 


. i “ec i} : 
I move to strike out ‘a || York; which was reada first and second ti 


Washburn, Wood, || 


| aa ——— 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE HUDSON RIVER 
__ Mr. CORNING, in pursuance of Previous no 
| tice, introduced a bill to continue the improveme ; 
of the channel of the Hudson river above and be. 
low Albany, and below Troy, in the State of New 








, =~ ; me, ar 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, ’ . 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ALBANy. 


Mr. CORNING also, in pursuance of previo 
| notice, introduced a bill to construct a building fon 
acustom-house, court-house, and post office at A 
bany, New York; which was read a first and soo. 
_ond time, and referred to the Committee on Cor : 
merce. ~ 
Mr. CORNING also, in pursuance of Previous 
notice, introduced a bill to provide for the con. 
| struction of a marine hospital at Albany, in the 
State of New York; which was read a first ‘ang 
second time, and referred to the Committee oy 


| Commerce. 


PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES. 
| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, in pursuance of pre- 


vious notice, introduced a bill for the reénactment 
of certain parts of the act entitled * An act in aq. 
dition to an act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, and to repeal he 
acts therein named,” approved 20th April, 1818, 
and which act, hereby in part réenacted, was ap. 
/proved March 10, 1838, and expired by its own 
limitation March 10, 1840; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


| BUFFALO MARINE HOSPITAL. 


Mr. HATCH, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced a bill to provide for the construction 
| of a marine hospital at Buffalo, New York; which 
| was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


APPRENTICES IN THE COMMERCIAL MARINE, 


Mr. FENTON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill to require the employment 
of apprentices in the commercial marine of the 
United States; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


YONKERS A PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. HASKIN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill to constitute Yonkers, New 
York, a port of delivery; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to tle Committe 
on Commerce. 


IMPROVEMENT OF HARLEM RIVER. 


Mr. HASKIN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill for the improvement of Har- 
lem river and Spuyten-tuyfel creek, in the county 
of New York; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 





HELL-GATE. 


Mr. HASKIN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill to remove obstructions to 
the navigation at Hell-Gate in the East river, op- 

posite the city of New York; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


BROOKLYN POST OFFICE. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill to provide for 
the erection of a post office in the city of Brook- 
lyn, New York; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, and referred to the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads. 


| SALARY OF SUPREME JUDGES. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill increasing the 
| salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Court of 
: United States; which was read a first and 





second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


CAPITOL BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, in pursuance 
of previous notice, introduced a bill to create & 
commission to complete the Capitol and Capitol 
grounds; which was read a first and second ume. 

He also moved that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. : 

Mr. MORGAN. That bill appropriately be- 
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4 Grounds. 
as TAYLOR, of New York. I believe the 

ryction of the Capitol extensions is now in | 
‘tome of the War Department. 
~“\ir. CLINGMAN. I object to debate. If it 
sive rise to debate, it will go over. 
° ate. JONES, of Tennessee. The Co.nmittee | 
. the Public Buildings and Grounds have this 
qubject,as I understand, under consideration, and | 
are preparing a report on the extension of the | 
_ounds on different plans,covering differentareas, 
> that the House may be able to select under | 
what plan and to what extent the grounds shall 
he enlarged, and I think this subject should go to 
them. It is a committee which is certainly or- | 
-anized to investigate and look into the condition | 
=f the public buildings and grounds, and itis the | 
committee to which this subject, as it seems to | 
me, should properly be referred, 
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Ihave no ob- | 
ection to that reference, except this: the chair- | 
man of that committee told me that I had better 
not have the bill referred to that committee; that | 
he was opposed to the whole thing, and should | 
report against it. I would like to have this bill | 
receive a fair consideration; and I want it referred | 
to a committee which will give ita fair and proper | 
consideration. ‘That is my only reason for pro- | 
posing that it shall be referred to the Committee | 
on Military Affairs. | 

Mr. MORGAN. If the Committee on the Pub- | 
lic Buildings and Grounds is not the proper com- 
mittee to consider such a subject, we may as well 
abolish the committee altogether. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. I will not ob- 
ject to its being referred to that committee. 

The bill was accordingly referred to the Com- | 
mittee on the Public Buildings and Grounds. 


INVALID PENSIONERS. 


Mr. FENTON introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior report to the 
House of Representatives the names and residence of all the | 
invalid pensioners of the United States, who have been ad- 
mitted to the roll since March 3, 1849; the time when their | 
pensions commenced; the amount of pension per annum 
received by each, distingnishing each according to grade, 
with reference to the several acts of Congress under which 
said pensions were allowed. 

ABOLITION OF THE POST OFFICE. 


Mr. SPINNER submitted the following reso- | 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed | 
to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
abolishing the Post Office Department; and if they deem it 
mexpedient, then that they report on the propriety of re- 
pealing all the laws that restrain individuals or corpora- 
tons from carrying mails or mail matter. 


_ Mr. LETCHER moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

The motion was disagreed to. 
_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ing hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House proceed to the consideration of the busi- 
hess upon the Speaker’s table. 

a ee. I ask leave to present a me- | 
morial, _ 


Mr. GROW. I object, and call for the regular 


order of business. 


The motion of Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, was 
disagreed to. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the 

ouse adjourn. | 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, demanded the | 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The motion was disagreed to. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE ETC., AT TRENTON. 


Mr. ROBBINS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced a bill making an appropriation for the 
purchase ofa site for a custom-house, post office, 
and court-house, at Trenton, in the State of New 

ersey; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


| 
MARY C. HAMILTON. 





Has the morn- 





} 


| 
| 
| 


. Mr. HUYLER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
troduced a bill to continue the pension hereto- 
= paid to Mary C. Hamilton, widow of Cap- 
‘ain Fowler Hamilton, late of the United States 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Sa enn  t eeraeenapeesnes oe re 
da first and second time, and | HANNAH STROOP. 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. I} 


| neys, and other officers of the circuit and district 
| courts of the United States; which was read a first 
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Army; which was re 


Mr. FLORENCE introduce i he re- 
Mr. BURROUGHS asked leave to present sev- || lief of Hannah Secsgeuaitesans pap waaeaed 


eral petitions, which he would move to refer to a second time, and referred to the Committee on 
— soe aN | Revolutionary Pensions. 
, objected. 
J | POST OFFICE AT HARRISBURG. 


POST OFFICE AT JERSEY cITY. Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania, introduced 
Mr. WORTENDYKE submitted the follow- || the following resolution; which was read, con- 


ing resolution; which was read, considered, and || gidered, and agreed to: 
agreed to: Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Resolved, That the Committee on the “Post Office and | Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || the erection of a post office building at Harrisburg, Penn- 
erecting a: post office at Jersey City, in the State of New || sylvania. 
Jersey, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 
Mr. BURNETT moved that the House ad- | 
journ. 
Mr. LETCHER demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Biarr and 
GARTRELL were appointed. 
The House refused toadjourn; the tellers having | 
reported—ayes 25, noes 93. 


PIER IN DELAWARE BAY. 


Mr. WHITELEY introduced a bill for the con- 
struction of a mole or pier upon the shore of Del- 
aware Bay, opposite the breakwater, at the town 
of Lewes, in the State of Delaware; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


CONFIRMATION OF TITLE. LIGHT-HOUSE IN THE DELAWARE. 


Mr. KUNKEL, of Pennsylvania, introduced Mr. W HITELEY introduced the following res- 
a bill confirming the title to certain lands; which |, 0lution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
was read a first and second time, and referred to || ©? 
the Committee on Public Lands. Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


a to inquire into the expediency of erecting a light-house on 
FEES OF OFFICERS, ETC. 


one of the United States piers in the Delaware river at New 
Mr. PHILLIPS introduced a bill to regulate 


Castle. 
the fees and costs to be allowed to district attor- |, TOLL-GATES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
neys of the United States, clerks, marshals, attor- 


Mr. BOWIE introduced the following resolu- 
| tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency and propriety 
of purchasing the toll gates on the turnpike roads within the 
District of Columbia leading to the seat of Government, so 
as to make the same tree within the limits of said District; 

| and to report by bill or otherwise. 


j HOUSE FOR BRIDGE-KEEPER. 
| Mr. BOWIE introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of purchasing a 
| lot and erecting thereon a house for the keeper of the upper 
| Eastern Branch bridge, on the Potomac, usually known as 
orable burial, to American citizens, resident in or traveling || Benning’s bridge ; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


through their dominions; and what Governments have re- WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


RIGHTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS ABROAD. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, introduced the 
following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform this House, if compatible with the public 
interests, if our ministers and diplomatic agents have been 
instructed to secure, in the treaties negotiated with foreign 
Governments, since 1859, the right of free worship and hon- 


jected these propositions, and the reasons assigned therefor. 

| Mr. BOWIE asked and obtained leave to with- 
| draw from the files of the House, the petition and 
| papers of the heirs of Gerrard Wood, copies of 
| the same being left with the Clerk. 


NEBRASKA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
| Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, ——— certain 


| papers relating to the contested-election case ot 
| Chapman against Ferguson; which were referred 
| to the Committee of Elections, and ordered to be 
| printed. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


Mr. GROW introduced the following resolu- 
tion, and demanded the previous question upon 
the same: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the House, copies of all instructions, by himgelf or 
any head of Department, to the Government or other exec- 
utive officers, in the Territory of Kansas, and all correspond- 
ence with the same, together with a copy of the executive 
minutes of said Territory, not already communicated to the 
House. Also, a copy of the constitution framed at Le- 
compton, together with a copy of the census and return of 
the votes in the election of delegates to said convention in | | BOUNTY LAND. 
each election precinct in said Territory, and the returns of . TN : i — 
the election held in said Territory on the 21st of December | | Mr. i AULKN ER introduced the follow ing res 
last, and 4th of January last, with the number of votes then | olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
polled respectively in each election precinct in said Terri- || to: 


tory, and‘copies of any other official papers in possession of | Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
| 
| 


the Seeretary of State, relative to Kansas affairs, not al- |’ structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
ready communicated to Congress. | recognizing the right of the officers and soldiers of the com 

Mr. INGMAN. That resolution will lie || pany commanded, during the late war with Great Britain 

Mr sa th e rule by Henry St. George Tucker, of Virginia, to the benefits ot 
over une mi . | the land bounty provided by existing laws for officers and 

Mr. HOUSTON. Under the rule it must go || soldiers of that war. 
over one day, if objected to. . 

Mr. GROW. Perhaps the gentleman from Ala- | viepebeerbiesy:<iyteabgnafiraciints pp: 

Mr. CLEMENS offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to this House the amounts, under the proper 
| heads, appropriated and expended in each of the different 

Territories of the United States for all purposes, legislative, 

| executive, and judicial, for roads, bridges, wells, public 
| buildings, and so forth, and for the extinguishment of In- 
| dian and other titles, military defenses, and so forth, from 
| the year 1845 and up to the present time, including Catifor- 
nia, before and since her admission into the Union, to the 
close of the last fiscal year. 

Mr. CLAY moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 
: ‘The motion was agreed to—ayes 68, noes 61; 
| and thereupon (at three o’clock, p, m.) the House 


bama does not want information in regard to Kan- || 
sas affairs. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman will speak || 
for himseif, and not for me. 
The SPEAKER. The 6lst rule reads as fol- 
| lows: 
«¢ A proposition requesting information from the President 
of the United States, or directing it to be furnished by the 
head of either ofthe Executive Departments, or by the Post- 
| master General, or to print an extra number of any. docu- 
| ment, or other matter, excepting messages of the President 
| to both Houses at the commencement of each session of Con- 
gress, and the reports and documents connected with or re- 
ferred to in it, shall lie on the table one day for considera- 
tion, unless otherwise ordered by the unanimous consent of 
the House; and all such propositions shall be taken up for 
eras the order they were presented, iinmediately | | adjourned. 
after reports are called for from select committees; and || * A 
when adopted, the Clerk shall cause the same to be deliv- || 
ered.”? | 
| 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 10, 1858. 
Prayer by Rev. F. Swentzet, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved , 





The resolution lies over one day. 


HARBOR OF CHESTER, PENNSYLVADIA. 
Mr. HICKMAN introduced a bill for the re- ; ‘ 
air and improvement of the harbor of Chester, | BERSUTIES COMMURICARIONA» : 
ennsylvania; which was read a firstand second , The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
time, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. || ate a report of the Secretary of War, communica- 
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ting, in pursuance of law, lists of clerks and other | 


persons employed in that Department, otherthan 
officers of the Army, during the year 1857; which, 
on motion of Mr. Srvart, was ordered to lie on 


' 
| 


the table; and a motion*by him to print it, was | 


referred te the Committee on Printing. 


He also Jaid before the Senate a report of the | 
Secretary of War, communicating, in pursuance | 


of law, statements showing the contracts made 


under the authority of the War Department, || 


during the year 1857; which, on motion of Mr. | 


Srvanrt, was ordered to lie on the table; and a 
motion by him to print it, was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of War, communicating, in compliance 


with resolutions of the Senate of the 4th, Sth, and | 


96th of January, the annual report of Lieutenant 
Colone! J. D. Graham, for the year 1857, in rela- 
tion to lake harbor improvements; which; on mo- 


tion, of Mr. Stuart, was ordered to lie on the | 


table; and a motion by him to print it, was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. MARLAN presented the credentials of || the same dignified self-respect in the Government, 


_and the same high and just appreciation of those 
| in the empTOy or in the power of Government, as 


ihe Hon, James W. Grimes, chosen a Senator by 
the Legislature of lowa, for six years from the 


THE CONGR 


— 





| 
| 


| the character of the service, as painful, hazardous, 
| or long continued, and to the nature of the public 


| provision is made, not only for salary, but for pro- 





4th day of March, 1859; which were read, and | 


ordered to be placed on the files. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE presented the memorial of 


the register and receiver of the land office at Su- || : aes : 
1 9 the Revolution,and was maintained and cherished 


perior, Wisconsin, praying that the compensa- 
tion of registers and receivers may be increased; 


which was referred to the Committee on Public . 


Lands. 
Mr. KING presented the petition of James W. 


Nye and other citizens of New York, praying | 


that the public lands may be laid out in farms or 
lots for the free and exclusive use of actual set- 
tlers only; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, presented a pe- 
tition of citizens of New York, praying that the 
public lands may be laid out in farms or lots for 
the free and exclusive use of actual settlers only; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented thirty-six petitions of cit- 
izens of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing that all entries of public lands may be con- 
fined to actual settlers, and to them only in lim- 
ited quantiues; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of journey- 


-beaters of Bosto waying f - | 
ee re re || tutions and that healthful public sentiment which 
_ are all-important to good citizenship; that they are 
| exposed in asylums, hospitals, or garrisons to the 
| demoralizing effects of id!eness, or, in active ser- 


crease of the duty on gold-leaf; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 4 have received and been re- 
quested to present a memorial signed by A. Wa- 
terhouse and sundry other citizens in Maine, who 
allege that certain land warrants were issued to 
several parties whom they represent, and who, 








stitutions of the Christian religion. This convic- 
tion, which has been expressed by our ablest and 
purest statesmen of all parties, sections, and times, 
they say has been recognized in our State papers 
and embodied in resolutions and acts of Congress 
too frequently and too recently to require cita- 
tion. 

They also represent that our Governments, 
State and national, have always recognized them- 
selves as bound in simple equity and justice to 
make due recompense to all those engaged in their 
service, such recompense having respect both to 


servant, physical, intellectual, or moral; and thus 


tection, subsistence, and, in certain cases, for spe- 
cial instruction and for general mental and moral 
culture. Thus have originated our military and 
naval schools, and thus, too, and as a more ob- 
vious necessity, a system of chaplaincies for the 
Army, for the Navy, for Congress, and for the 
oes in the District of Columbia. These 
schools and chaplaincies all stand upon the same 
foundation of justice and propriety; they all evince 


men with social and moral natures. 
The system of chaplaincies, they say, is in fact 
older than our present form of Government. It 


was introduced by Washington himself, imme- | 


diately upon his taking command of the army of 


by Congress throughout that glorious struggle. 
The adoption of the Federal Constitution di 


| interfere with it, but on the contrary, the Admin- 


istrations under that instrument, one and all, have 
recognized it as both national and necessary. It 


| isevident, therefore, that the discrimination of re- 


served and delegated rights, and the prohibition 
of religious tests which are found in the Consti- 


|| tution, were not designed by its authors, its first 
| expounders and ministers, to apply to the matter 
| of chaplaincies for the public service, and that it 
| never has been, and ought not now to be, inter- 


preted to the prejudice of this department. 
No objection, it isconceived, ought to lie against 


such a system on the ground of its expensiveness. | 


In point of fact, the memorialists believe it has 
never exceeded in cost the annual sum of $100,000; 


_ but had it been a much larger amount, they con- 


fidently urge that such an outlay would be amply 


| justified. When itis remembered thatoursoldiers 


and sailors are our fellow-citizens sent on our 
country’s behalf beyond the reach of those insti- 


| vice, to the contagious recklessness and ferocity 


| which are incident toeven the most lawful warfare; 
| that they are thus liable to be returned to the bosom 


subsequent to the application for the same, and || 


prior to the issuing, died, 
be so amended that the heirs-at-law shall be enti- 
tled to the benefit of the warrants. [commend it 


They ask that the law || 


of society, disqualified fr the duties and privileges 
of freemen—for all which the ministrations of re- 


| ligion are the only preventive; that often, while in 


to the careful consideration of the Committee on || 


Public Lands. 
occasioned this state of things. If there had been 
no delay on the part of the Government the war- 


The delay of the Department has | : : 
|| need of these teachings which nerve the heart b 


active service, they are borne to distant and un- 
wholesome climes and exposed to countless dis- 
eases and modes of death, andare thus in constant 


| faith and hope; it is conceived by the memorial- 


rants would have been issued, and would have || 


been available by the parties for whom they were 
issued. The delay having been wholly on the 
part of the Government, and the loss having been 


. | 
occasioned in aopewanree of that delay, T hope i] 


it may receive the 
mitwee. Other petitions have been presented on 
the same subject of a similar character. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


GOVERNMENT CHAPLAINCIES. 


Mr. BIGLER. I am 
memorial, numerously signed by citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, by our law-makers there, by judges, 
preachers, and lawyers, praying Congress to take 
steps to reform the system of chaplaincies in the 
Navy and Army. The memorialists set forth 
that, while strenuously disapproving and oppos- 
ing any union of Church and State, it has been 


| 
| 
| 


avorable action of the com- || 


and is the strong conviction of the American peo- || 
ple that for our national freedom and prosperity || there are authorized but thirty teachers of religion. 


ists that it were unworthy ofa great and Christian 
nation to offset to a system of such uses its mere 
money cost. The chaplain system, properly reg- 
ulated, and sustained by right-minded men, must 
work out such results in favor of society, as to 
make a liberal compensation for all the expendi- 
tures required of the Government to keep its ma- 
chinery in good working order. 

The memorialists further represent that the 
present system of Governmentchaplaincies is quite 
inadequate to the public need of such service. In 
the last report of the Secretary of War it is stated 


uested to present a |) thatthe Army,asnow constituted comprises nine- 


teen regiments, with a total of seventeen thousand 
nine hundred and eighty-four men, who are dis- 
tributed at one hundred and thirty-eight different 
posts; and the presumption is that this number of 
men will be speedily increased to twenty-five thou- 
sand. For these men, segregated, and necessarily 
deprived ofall home, social, and moral influences, 
and forthe sick, wounded, and dying among them, 


we are mainly indebted to the principles and in- |. The Navy of the United States will, when the six 
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war steamers now under contract are complet) 
comprise more than one hundred vessels _ 
carrying a sufficient number of men to re nite ts 
presence of some member of the medical denp,. 
ment. In these vessels, and including those a 
are in receiving ships, naval asylums, and — 
yards, the Government employs near nine thou. 
sand officers and men, and the number of chan. 
lains allowed by law is twenty-four. At best be 
one of our military posts in four, and but one of 
our natjonal vessels in four, is provided } law 
with a chaplain. The actual disproportion, hoy. 
ever, is much greater: for not more than one half 
of the thirty chaplains allowed to the Arm are 
now in commission. Of the twenty-four chaplains 
allowed to the Navy, not more than one fourth of 
that number are to found where their Service 
is most needed, in sea-going ships. And further 

as the memorialists believe, no camp or campai . 
chaplains are employed, there being only one or 
two among the troops on our Pacific coast, and 
not one for those serving in Kansas, Utah, enq 
Florida. . 

The memorialists also represent that in the pres. 
ent system of Government chaplaincies are divers 
anomalies and defects, which well deserve atten. 
tion. Chaplains, they allege, are appointed to 
their office without any formal and sufficient jp. 
quiry into their professional standing and qualif. 
cations; they are appointed for life, and no pro- 
vision is made for retiring any who may become 
superanuated or otherwise disabled for ihe duties 
of their office, and thus it becomes possible that 
the whole number authorized by law may consist 
of such, to the entire prevention of religious and 
moral teaching to the Army and Navy; no report 
is required of the amount of service rendered b 
any chaplain; and the designation of chaplains 
to particular posts or vessels is made without due 
regard to their specific adaptation to such post or 
vessel. 

In view of all which the memorialists pray Con- 
gress to increase the number of chaplains author- 
ized for the Army and for the Navy, upon the 
principle that a Christian Government should 
oreien adequate religious instruction to those 
who, in Government service, are deprived of it; 
to require that no person shall be eligible to the 
office of chaplain, who shall not produce formal 
and official testimonials of his good religious and 
ecclesiastical standing, and of his qualifications 
for the special duties of the office; to make no 
more life appointments to the chaplaincy of either 
Army or Navy; retire upon a reasonable salary 
such chaplains now in commission as may be by 
reason of age or infirmity disabled from effective 
service; torequire of all chaplains to either Arm 
or Navy, stated reports of the services rendered, 
together with statistical and other information 
connected therewith, and that an abStract of the 
whole may accompany the President’s message; 
and to designate chaplains to particular posts or 
vessels, with due regard to the matter of their 
adaptedness to such posts or vessels, and to se- 
cure to each chaplain so designated all proper 
facilities for the stated religious instructions of 
the men, and for the conduct of Divine worship 
among them. 

The memorial is an interesting one, and I move 
that it be referred to the Committee on Naval Al- 
fairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. FOSTER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of N. C. Haywood on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Patents and 
the Patent Office. 

On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, it was 

Ordered, That the heirs of John Ireland have leave to 
withdraw their petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


That Townley and John Denman hav? 
uiieaababane petitions and papers. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announcing 
that the House had passed a bill (H.R. No. 152) 
to authorize the President of the United States, 
in conjunction with the State of Texas, to run an 
mark the boundary lines between the Territories 
of the United States and the State of Texas, !" 
which the concurrence of the Senate was requeste¢. 
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